Dear Friends
Some of you may well have
watched the extremely popular
series Game of Thrones where
one of the key mottos of the
House of Stark was ‘winter is
coming’. It meant that bad times
were on the way.

As I write this it is a rather lovely sunny afternoon, but I think we’ve all seen
the news recently and we are all aware that this coming winter is perhaps
ushering in unprecedented times. Cost of living increases, interest rates rising,
house prices falling and more Covid and flu on their way. It can all seem a lot
of doom and gloom and scaremongering.
However, it is also the time of year when we remember those who have gone
before and those who sacrificed their lives to ensure future peace and security
and that they went through their winters with the hope of something better in
the future.
As Christians we are called to be light in the darkness, to be a source of hope
and life to the wider world and at times like these this remains our urgent and
important mission. Instead of doom and gloom we offer something new,
fresh, hopeful and joyous especially as we approach the season of advent and
the waiting for Jesus to come. Sometimes it can seem like a long wait, it must
have been to the generation of Jesus’ day waiting with longing, but the good
news is that He came, and He still does. There is new life and hope on the
horizon for all of us, life we can offer to others.
In the next few months we will begin our new pattern of worship ‘New Dawn’
which we hope will steadily begin to build new opportunities to minister to
others in our communities and to help them to feel they too can belong to
Christ. It won’t be instant, things that require building seldom happen
overnight but we hope this will be a sign of transformation and re-imagining
of what the future of the Knaresborough Team Ministry will be; a continuation
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of the many good things we already do as well as a few new things to reach
out to others.
One of my favourite books is The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by CS
Lewis where if you remember Mr Tumnus says “It is winter in Narnia,” and
has been for ever so long…. always winter, but never Christmas.” Dear
friends as we approach winter we know that Christmas is coming, the light
will break through and there is so much to be thankful for.
So this November let us remember and let us be thankful, let us respond to
the call of God on our lives with joy and let us go through winter together
knowing the spring of new life will follow.

Blessings
Revd Stroma

Sunday 30th October 2022

And don’t forget it is also the
Team service at
St Mary the Virgin, Goldsborough
10:30am
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From the Parish Registers

We welcome into our church family
Louie Jonathan Hatfield
Wilfred Norman Stanton
Henry Jack David Martin
Mabel Teggin
George Clews
Emily & Molly Lythe
Rosie Charlotte Asker
Emilia Margot Car and Arabella Evie Car

We celebrate the marriage of…...
Danielle Laura Holden and Samuel Barton Cowley
Charlotte Allen and Joseph Hardwick
Satara & Rory O’Conner

We give thanks for the life of……
Mickey Calvert
David Guy
Kathryn Larwood

May they rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon them.
For information about booking baptisms and weddings
email knaresboroughparishoffice@gmail.com
Tel. Faye Wright 01423 869209
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‘New Dawn’ 2023
Friends,
At the October PCC meeting, it was
agreed to proceed with the ‘New
Dawn’
initiative
starting
in
January.
[PLEASE NOTE: the first Sunday
in January is the 1st of January,
and we will be holding an 8am service and a 10.30am service at Holy
Trinity for all the churches in the team.
For purposes of implementing the ‘new dawn’ rota -the ‘First Sunday’
will be the 8th of January and the ‘Second Sunday the 15th etc.]
You will note, that, following extensive consultation the initiative has
been paired down since it was last brought to your attention – arguably
this brings longer term uncertainly… However, we have changed some
things and have fundamentally future-proofed our services so that the
team can run effectively with only two priests (recognising that the luxury
we enjoy at this present time is not guaranteed into the future, especially
if we continue to pay around half of what is requested by the diocese in
parish share).
Holy Trinity:
Services start at the earlier time of 10.30am (this is to emphasise that
we are a team and that we work in an umbrella-style ministry with
all the clergy covering all the churches, rather than the historic
east-west divide we once had).
There will be incense used twice a month, emphasising the slight
distinction in the ecclesiology between the two town churches.
Communion by extension will be exercised once a month.
There will no longer be any new initiatives as once earmarked for
occasional Sunday afternoons.
Wednesday morning communions will change from weekly to biweekly (in other words every second week). These will take place
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on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month – still at 10am and
still BCP.
St Mary’s:
The all-age family service will now take place on the ‘Family 1st
Sunday’ as opposed to the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Services will continue at the 9am slot APART FROM the ‘Family 1st
Sunday’ where it will be at 10.30am to encourage families.
However, it must be noted this can only be sustained in a threepriest pattern of clergy availability.
St John’s:
The all-age family service will now take place on the ‘Family 1st
Sunday’ as opposed to the 2nd Sunday of the month.
To allow us to be more of a welcoming Christian community,
Baptisms (a maximum of four candidates per month), will take
place on the 2nd Sunday of every month. Persons should be
baptised into the church community they belong to and so this
allows us all to celebrate, support and worship alongside them.
The service will be a light-touch baptism with hymns but no
communion. An extra 15-minute said-communion service without
hymns, will take place at 11.45am on these Sundays.
There will be an extra 4pm service either once or twice a month (see
attached rota) – this will need some extra thinking and planning
by the Pastoral Team so probably will not start until Spring 2023.
Wednesday morning communions will change from weekly to biweekly (in other words every second week). These will take place
on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of the month – still at 11am and
still BCP.
There will no doubt be some teething issues along the way, but I would
ask you all to pray for and support these changes as we continue to try
and make ourselves fit-for-purpose into the future.
Blessings
Garry
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Third
Sunday

3rd Wed

Second
Sunday

2nd Wed

First
Sunday

1st Wed

8am – BCP TP

11am – BCP TP

11.45am – TP
15-minute CW
Communion

10.30am – TP
Thanksgiving
Service with
Baptisms
11.30am – coffee

8am – BCP TP

4pm – Lay Led/TP
Meditative Healing
&
Wholeness service

10.30am – TP
Families First
Service
(non-communion)

8am – BCP TP

11am – BCP TP

St John's

9am – TP
CW Communion with
hymns

10.30am (9am if
team only has 2
priests) – TP
Families First Service
(non-communion)

Goldsborough

9am – TP

4pm - Occasional ‘Team Evensong’
to move around churches

10.30am – TP
CW Communion
with incense &
hymns

10am – BCP TP

10.30am – TP
CW Communion
with hymns

Holy Trinity

Service Rota: New Dawn from January 2023

Brearton
(3rd Sunday every 2nd month or
where it fits best
with the churches
calendar)

10.30am – RR
Matins

10.30am –
Retired Priest
BCP Holy
Communion

Nidd
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Fifth
Sunday

5th Wed

Fourth
Sunday

4th Wed

10.30am – TP
Travelling
CW Communion
with hymns,
followed by shared
lunch
OR Outing

8am – BCP TP

11am – BCP TP

4pm – RR/TP
BCP - Choral
Evensong

10.30am – TP
CW Communion
with
hymns

8am – BCP TP

4pm – Lay Led/TP
Mixed medium
Encounter service:
environment/
music/arts/Praise

10.30am – TP
CW – Choral
Eucharist
(poss Sunday
School
in HUB)

10.30am – TP
Travelling
CW Communion
with hymns,
followed by shared
lunch
OR Outing

10.30am – TP
CW Communion
with incense &
hymns

10am – BCP TP

10.30am – RRR
CW
Communion by
Extension
with hymns

10.30am – TP
Travelling
CW Communion with
hymns, followed by
shared lunch
OR Outing

9am – TP
CW Communion with
hymns

CW Communion with
hymns

10.30am –
Retired Priest
BCP Holy
Communion

10.30am – R RR
Matins

10.30am –TP
BCP Holy
Communion

9am – TP
CW Communion
with Hymns

Parish Men’s Curry Night –
Thursday 17th November, 7pm @
ZOLSHA
This is a great informal way for the
gentlemen of the parish to meet
together and chat over a curry and
maybe a beer or two!
Zolsha offer a special deal on a Thursday night which is: any
starter, main course, rice or naan PLUS a glass of house wine
or soft drink for £15.95… beer is extra.
These Thursday nights at Zolsha are popular so I would like to
know numbers so I can book ahead – why don’t you bring a
friend?
If you would like to come, then please email me and I’ll get it
sorted… I look forward to seeing you there.
Revd Garry

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
On a dreary Friday morning Holy Trinity
Hall stood empty and quiet, but within an
hour was transformed into a hub of activity.
Tables and chairs were arranged, cups and
saucers were put out, and once helpers
started arriving with goods to sell the hall
was a market place of cakes, preserves, toys, cards, jigsaws,
books, bric-a-brac, bottles, tombola and raffle.
This year we had an awful weather forecast to contend with,
along with rising Covid numbers and a bleak financial outlook.
However, although numbers attending were lower than in
previous years, I was really pleased when June let me know
that our total raised was £940.11p. So Macmillan will benefit
from this amount and everyone involved enjoyed a pleasant
morning.
Thank you all – however you helped!
Christine Cope (868545)
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Café church @ the HUB
Friday 4th November 2022
10.30am till 12 noon

All are welcome to this informal gathering for coffee,
cake, chit-chat and prayer.
Come on your own or bring your friends along too.

St John the Baptist, Knaresborough
Sunday 30th October at 3pm
Do join us for our annual service of light when we remember
those we have loved and lost.
This is a beautiful, peaceful, and reflective service during which
you will have the opportunity to light a candle in memory of
your loved ones.
Refreshments will be served after the service in the hub.
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St John’s News and Events……..

……………..From the Choir Stalls
I write this the day after our trip to sing
Choral Evensong at Southwell Minster, which I
am pleased to report was a resounding
success. Choir members from St John’s and
St Mary’s, were joined by the Rector and
members of both congregations for a most
enjoyable visit to this picturesque and historic
market town and its Minster, which boasts one
of the finest Norman naves in Europe.
Our coach departed Knaresborough at 9.30am
driven by John, a stalwart veteran of many a choir tour, so we knew we
were in safe hands! Following our arrival in Southwell just before midday
the party dispersed to explore the town, with some visiting the Workhouse
and Infirmary Museum, a National Trust property which is the most
complete workhouse still in existence. Many of us took the opportunity to
enjoy a leisurely lunch in various local hostelries, including the Saracen’s
Head, a 16th century coaching inn reputedly haunted by the ghosts of King
Charles I and Lord Byron. Andrea and I
had made arrangements to visit the
Minster Library, a treasure trove of old
books and music and spent an enjoyable
hour with John Sheppard, the Assistant
Librarian, perusing their eclectic collection
before it was time to gather the choir for
rehearsal.
We received a very warm welcome from
the Minster staff and were very fortunate to once again have the services
of the most excellent James Lonsdale at the organ and the kind assistance
of a few of our friends from other choirs. Evensong was at 5.30pm and it
was a great joy and encouragement to see the familiar faces of our
supporters in the congregation. The occasion was made more poignant as it
was the fourth anniversary of the passing of my esteemed predecessor,
Richard Darke, and the Minster Precentor remembered Richard by name
during the prayers. Musically the service went very well indeed, particular
highlights being the Introit, Edward Bairstow’s atmospheric ‘I sat down
under his shadow’ and the glorious Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G by
Charles Villiers Stanford, which featured very fine solos by Rachel
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Addyman and Mike Rignall respectively. The Rector
was heard to observe that the Magnificat had
moved him to tears – in a good way! After the
service the Precentor expressed his appreciation
for a job well done and invited us to make a return
visit, which is always gratifying. Unknowingly to us,
a former chorister from the Minster was also in
the
congregation,
and
they
subsequently
commented on social media that “The exquisite
Bairstow introit alone was enough to justify the
visit” and that “Knaresborough are a very
accomplished parish choir”.

All in all, it was a grand
day out and a beautiful, moving and well sung
service. My thanks to everyone involved,
particularly James Lonsdale, but also David Salter,
who stepped in to conduct the Responses at the
eleventh hour. Our next Choir Tour will be to
Salisbury Cathedral in August 2023, so please get
in touch if you would like to be involved and receive
further information.

Advent Carol Service
There is no Choral Evensong in November, but our Advent Carol Service at
St John’s will take place on Sunday 27th November 2022 at 4.00pm. Please
join us if you are able. All are welcome!
Why not give it a try?
We are a friendly and sociable choir and new members are always welcome.
We usually rehearse on a Friday evening from 6.45pm to 8.00pm, often
followed by a pint in the Mitre! Attendance is very flexible, with the
opportunity for choir members to commit as little or as much time as they
are able. If you would like to learn more, please get in touch on 07967
899854 or via email on: mark.hunter83@gmail.com. I would be delighted to
hear from you.
Best wishes.
Mark Hunter
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Social & Fundraising Committee

An opportunity to be involved in the social life of the church
We are looking for anyone who may be interested in joining the St John’s
Social & Fund-raising Committee
Please contact Lynn Curl ….01423 868104
COMMUNITY STARS CAFÉ in the HUB
If you have not yet enjoyed a light lunch on a Wednesday then we
recommend you do so!!
The café is open from 10am to 2.30pm and has started serving delicious
home-made soups along with their usual menu of freshly made sandwiches &
cakes.
A friendly welcome guaranteed!!

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Please contact June Graham if you are interested in helping
as a steward for the Festival, welcoming visitors, selling
programmes & Raffle tickets.
Junegraham1961@gmail.com 07759 619780

SEASONAL REFRESHMENTS
WILL BE SERVED IN THE HUB @ St JOHN’S during the festival
SATURDAY 3rd, 10th & 17th
SUNDAY 4th , 11th & 18th

11-4PM

1-4PM

COMMUNITY STARS CAFÉ WEDNESDAYS 10-3PM

PREVIEW EVENING
FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER 6.30PM
ENJOY THE FESTIVE LIGHTS FOLLOWED BY SUPPER IN THE HUB
LASAGNE, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD & DESSERT
ALCHOLIC AND SOFT DRINKS ON SALE
TICKETS £15 each
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ST JOHN’S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
2022
DECEMBER 3rd -23rd
OPEN
MONDAY – FRIDAY 12-5pm
SATURDAY 10am – 5pm

SUNDAYS 1.30 – 5pm

RAFFLE
LIVE MUSIC SATURDAYS
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DO YOU WISH TO ENTER A TREE THIS YEAR?
We are delighted to let you know that the St John’s Christmas
Tree Festival 2022 will be going ahead. Planning is under way, and
we invite you to enter a tree. We do hope that you are feeling
inspired and have some wonderful creative ideas for your tree, so
that we can make this year’s festival as spectacular as always. You
may remember the fantastic Three ships last year. The same
creative team are working on Three Kings for 2022. We have never
given a theme for our festival as this can be restrictive, but if this
gives you any ideas get thinking.
The dates of the festival are:
Saturday 3rd to Friday 23rd December 2022
To enter please email knartreefest@gmail.com for an entry form
which must be returned by the deadline of Monday 14th November.
If you know of anyone who wishes to enter for the first time,
please pass on this email address we welcome new entries.
Dates for your diary are:
Trees to be delivered and assembled
Wednesday 30 November 12-8pm & Thursday 1st December 8am
– 8pm
Trees to be collected 29th December 8am – 8pm
Christmas Tree Admin
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Further memories continued from August of Pat Hewitson’s time
spent in Malta
Of course it was inevitable that real life would penetrate the perfection of
our idyll. The world as usual seemed to be in turmoil. In 1957 Malaya was
the last major British colony to be free and in 1958 the plane carrying the
Manchester United football team crashed in snow on a Munich runway. In
the UK anti bomb protestors were marching from London to Aldermaston,
race riots were flaring in Notting Hill and the last debutantes were
presented at court. No wonder with the fear of losing precious employment
repairing naval ships in the dock yard, that the Maltese feared for their
future. In spite of being so proud of its British heritage the writing was
on the wall. Those wonderful New Year’s Eves as we partied and danced on
board HMS Meon in Grand Harbour which was full of naval ships, all
bedecked with coloured lights and loudly hooting the New Year in. Britain’s
power was rapidly diminishing.
In my personal world I was to learn that my husband would disappear
for weeks or even months at a time. Sometimes in an emergency he would
be picked up early in the morning by a dispatch rider on his motor cycle and
off they would go. On one occasion I received a signal from the Captain of
HMS Meon, relayed to me via naval HQ in Valletta - “ If I had noticed the
ship zig zagging out of the harbour it was because he had allowed my
husband, a mere army officer to take the helm”. He did say later that
Peter was a proficient sailor and if allowed he would have qualified him. I
only knew they were somewhere in the Mediterranean, never what they
actually did. The weeks when he was home were like a series of holidays
but it did become more difficult to adjust as time went on. Sometimes he
would arrive with a large fillet of delicious beef, a present from the navy,
perhaps their way of placating lonely wives.
My own life in Malta
Due to this strange job which was shrouded in secrecy I had to forge a
life of my own. Although officers’ wives were not allowed to take a paid job
we were expected to take on welfare work. The Captain’s wife carried that
responsibility for the families of the ship’s crew. With a number of young
wives, leaving home for the first time, with husbands away so much,
perhaps with young children in a strange environment, I was kept busy
especially being a trained nurse. It did allow me however to meet other
officers’ wives and form friendships and my constant companion was Kim
the small stray dog. When we left I sat on a packing case weeping because
we had to leave him with our Maltese friends. He loved the car and sitting
on a speed boat while my husband or friends hurtled behind on their water
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skis. My attempts were abysmal.
There were also visits from friends escaping the grey skies of home.
A busy fun filled totally care free life with few responsibilities was
about to end, I was pregnant and my excited husband was telling everyone
he was becoming a father. There seemed to be no mention of my
involvement. The pregnancy was good, I felt well, I swam and walked, and
had picnics. I was to have my baby in the island’s military hospital at Mtarfa
which had been badly bombed during the war but was now very busy
performing general surgery and had two military gynaecologists due to the
large number of families. It was run of course by military nurses and a
Matron who ruled with a rod of iron.
I went to Valletta on the bus for my antenatal care. Having seen
much better days the bus careered and jolted its way at top speed along
narrow lanes. The driver seemed oblivious to the fact that our toothless
egg lady or indeed the man with his donkey and cart who delivered
vegetables and fruit to our homes may be coming round a blind corner. I
soon understood why he unfailingly made the sign of the cross and fingered
his rosary before each journey. I confess to adding a small prayer.
On one visit, husband away as usual and living in the country we had no
phone, I arrived in Valletta to find it oddly silent. I walked down deserted
streets and was met by a few swarthy brigands manning a barricade. To a
chorus of polite “Good mornings” they allowed me through. I thanked them
and arrived to find a furious sergeant left in a deserted clinic. “Did I not
know that there were riots and British personnel had been told to remain
indoors.” I was transported home in an army jeep and realised that a young
woman in the full bloom of pregnancy would be perfectly safe.
As time passed swelling ankles and a puffy face indicated that all was
not well and I had to rest. Then shortly before the due date a dangerously
high blood pressure due to pre eclampsia meant an immediate admission to
hospital. It was a Friday and the ship was due to leave on the Monday. As
long as I promised to remain in bed I could be admitted on the Monday
morning. I was unable to attend a planned farewell party on the Saturday so
a few of the ship’s officers left the party early to gather in my bedroom.
Our Australian friend asked me about names and as I was convinced it was
to be a boy we had not considered girls names. “if it is a boy” said our
friend “and you call her Julianne I will send you a roomful of red roses.” “A
deal.” says I.
My husband deposited me at the military hospital for an imminent
surgical induction. The ship was due to sail at 6pm and I asked the sister to
allow my husband to visit earlier than the normal visiting hours. A definite
“No”. This was my first experience of military discipline and I rebelled.
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When the doctor arrived I refused the induction and sat firmly on the
balcony saying I had changed my mind and would not have this baby. There
followed a visit from the sister in charge, the Matron and finally the
senior military consultant. My husband was allowed a short visit in time for
him to be driven swiftly to the ship before it sailed. The induction went
ahead and I was moved to the labour room. In those days husbands or any
support at a birth were considered unimportant and not allowed. I still
remember those lonely hours and the moment when although my mother
had died I thought she was holding my hand.
Julianne arrived, a healthy 7lbs 4oz at 1 am and I woke half the ward
to tell them about this miracle. A signal was sent to HMS Meon with this
amazing news. Back came a signal with my husband’s love and
congratulations and the news that he was drinking a toast of champagne
with fellow officers and the Admiral who was on board somewhere in the
Mediterranean. To obtain British nationality as well as Maltese a baby had
to be registered shortly after birth so not fully recovered I was
deposited to do the deed in a wheel chair. Two weeks stay and I arrived
home to find a mass of red roses adorning the house.
I believe we young mothers living abroad without family advice were
quite casual in our approach to child care, for example I had simply not
thought about the possible need for bottles or sterilising equipment.
Simple breast feeding and a small cup at an earlier age than had I been in
the UK luckily worked. There were a few times when we would be speeding
across the harbour in a Liberty boat, Julianne peacefully sleeping in her
carry-cot on our way to a ship’s party. She would be fed in the Captain’s
cabin and back to the party I would go and she thrived. The highlight of
our lives was her christening. Due to her father being a member of the
ship’s crew she was entitled to be christened on board with the ship’s bell
in use as a font. An unforgettable experience. She was presented with a
silver cigarette case of all things by the Captain and ships’ officers.
Another sign of those times.
Although in winter the sea could become dangerously rough and grey,
for most of the year our baby could be in the garden under the grape vine
in her pram or floating in the sea in her small life jacket. There were walks
in the beautiful St Anton gardens, dinner at the Griffin restaurant eating
under the stars high above the patch work of small fields and farms,
wandering in the walled city of Mdina where cars were banned and which
the Knights had so gallantly defended.
But another as yet unknown challenge was on its way…….to be
continued
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Thursday Friends Bible Study Group
We resumed our meetings in October and continue to meet on
Thursday afternoons at 2pm.
The course we are currently studying is entitled
“Busyness' Finding God in the Whirlwind".
We always welcome new members and if you are interested in
joining us please telephone me to find the next venue. Members
who are able to accommodate us take
turns to host so we are always on the
move.
Anne Peppitt (864968)

PARISH FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Instead of a speaker for the November meeting we shall
be meeting for lunch at
The Community Stars Café at The Hub at St John’s
Wednesday 9th November at 12:30pm
We will then be taking a break for the winter months,
resuming in March 2023. Further information in due
course
Christine Cope (868545) Anne Peppitt (864968)
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Advent Study Course
Into the Heart of Advent
Imagine meeting up with Jesus for a
coffee and some heart-to-heart
conversation.
What would you say to him?
What might he say to you?

Our advent course will be based on Penelope
Wilcock’s book inviting you to study
conversations she's had with Jesus about the
Christian journey and the meaning of Advent, covering Waiting,
Judgement, Light, The Holy Family and Incarnation
The conversations delve into many areas: children and families, gifts and
graces, angels, homes, homelessness and hospitality - and more besides.
Get ready to be surprised and challenged, as you hear Jesus' own take on
the original Christmas and what it means for our world twenty centuries
later.
When: Monday evenings
28th November, 5th, 12th, 19th December

Time: 7:30 to 9pm
Where: 5 March Avenue, Waterside, Knaresborough
HG5 8DG
I have several copies of the book, please let me know if you
would like to purchase one and if you would like to attend the
course.
Please contact Denise Cullingworth on 07739 398197 for
more information.
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At our meeting on September 27th we celebrated our first
birthday. Our theme was “Our God is a great big God” and
we acknowledged that he has room for all his creation from
the smallest ladybird to the biggest elephant. We gave
thanks that He is big enough to take on all our problems and
misgivings. Instead of a craft activity we had our own take on
a beetle drive, drawing ladybirds instead of beetles. It
certainly brought out the competitive spirit of our Rector Garry albeit very
graciously, and our mathematical skills were definitely challenged. We sang
with great gusto “Our God is a great big God” along with the actions and finished
with “How Great thou art”. A birthday party of course had to include cake and as
it was also Jan
Seager’s birthday, she
cut the ladybird cake.

The October meeting will be on Tuesday 25th October at 11am when the
theme will be “Bible Sunday”
In November our meeting will be on 22nd November at 11am and in
preparation for Advent our theme will be “Be Still”
Creativity- Celebration—Christ-centredness—Mission—Hospitality
For more information please contact Denise Cullingworth on 07739398197
https://messychurch.org.uk/messy-vintage
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Knaresborough Foodbank: an update from Revd Stroma
As I’ve said before one of the things I've enjoyed being involved with most in
Knaresborough over the last three years is the Foodbank. Each time I’m on duty it’s a
real pleasure to meet the other volunteers and especially
the clients, catching up on their stories and being able to
support them and their families. A few weeks ago the
Trussell Trust invited its Harrogate and Knaresborough
volunteers to a thank you afternoon tea and it was lovely to
catch up with people we’ve worked with over recent and
past years and also some new volunteers. One of the
common themes of our conversations was how much we enjoy being there and that
we always get back far more than we feel we give.
The Foodbank now operates four sessions a week at three separate centres; twice a
week at Mowbray Church (Tuesday and Friday), once at Life Destiny Church in Starbeck
(Thursday) and of course at Holy Trinity Church Hall currently on a Friday but moving
to Wednesday from the 19th of October. Currently there are 90 volunteers on the
rota which is fantastic and much needed because sadly the need for the Foodbank is
increasing as many people struggle to feed themselves and their families.
In the last few months the Knaresborough and Harrogate Foodbank have fed:
July: 213 people, August: 255 people , and in September: 335 people.
However, when people come they don’t just get offered food but also good
conversations, prayer and signposting to other agencies that can help and we have had
recent training from Citizens Advice on grants and changes to Universal Credit. A key
message at the thank you tea was that the Foodbank is so grateful
for the people who so generously donate and bring food and give
their time, and also to the ten schools who chose to give their
harvest festival collections and still some more to come. Dawn
Cussons who is the main co-ordinator for the Harrogate and
Knaresborough sites is so thankful for all the hard work and
kindness shown by people throughout the area and she adds “The
Foodbank is making a real difference to real people’s lives, a
witness to the gospel of hope and generosity.”
So to all of you who make this possible, thank you and as Jesus said
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me" (Matthew 25:40, 45).
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Holy Trinity is pleased to welcome back
the Nidderdale Messiah on Sunday 20
November!
Bookings open shortly for this popular
annual Come and Sing event.
Nidderdale Messiah are delighted to announce that this year’s performance will be
directed by Dr Andrew Padmore. Andrew was until recently conductor of Harrogate
Choral Society and is well known across Yorkshire for his charismatic leadership.
Musicians and soloists have already been confirmed for the 2022 Nidderdale Messiah,
which this year will once again take place at Holy Trinity Church, Knaresborough on
Sunday 20 November.

The Nidderdale Messiah is a ‘Come and Sing’ rehearsal and performance of Handel’s
Messiah, with the proceeds going to a different local charity each year. 2019 was the
sixteenth anniversary and we raised around £4,000 for Supporting Older people This
year we are supporting local charity Open Country and we hope to raise a similar
amount.
Supporting Older People provides a volunteer befriending service and group activities for
older people (60+) living alone in the Harrogate District. Our aim is to prevent loneliness
and support people to live independently in their own homes, whilst having an active social
life. Our Befriending and Activities manager recruits and matches volunteers to individuals
and supports them through the process. We also run a telephone and Skype befriending
service. Our group activities include monthly Tea and talk events, singing group, outings
and lunch club.
All Nidderdale Messiah 2022 proceeds will go to the charity to help them in their work
in the local area. The conductor, soloists, musicians and the host church will be offered
basic expenses but are all waiving their professional fees to help this good cause.
The singers’ rehearsal starts at 1.00pm and, after a short break for refreshments, the
performance will start at 3.30pm. Singers are asked to arrive from 12..40 to ensure a
prompt start.
If you enjoy a good sing or would just like to listen to a resounding local performance of
Handel’s “Messiah”, please help us to make this 17th anniversary performance the best
yet and raise the roof for our charity. Donations of £14 are suggested and a generous
buffet lunch will be available for £6. Programmes will be provided. All places must be
reserved in advance and can be booked on line. For further information and booking
details visit www.nidderdalemessiah.org.uk or ring 07392 988579 for details.

Anyone who is unable to join us in November can also use the booking form to make a
donation.
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St John
the Baptist
Knaresborough

Holy Trinity
Knaresborough

Sunday
6th November

8am
Holy Communion

10:45am

3rd Sunday before
Advent

10:30am
Holy Communion

Sunday
13th November

8am
Holy Communion

2nd Sunday before
Advent
Remembrance
Sunday

9:30am
Remembrance
Service
10:55am
War Memorial
11:30am
Working Men’s
Club

Sunday
20th November

8am
Holy Communion

10am
(note time change)

Christ the King

10:30am
Family Service

The Eucharist

Sunday
27th November
Advent Sunday

8am
Holy Communion
10:30am
Holy Communion
4pm
Advent Carol Service
24

The Eucharist

10:45am
The Eucharist

10:45am
The Eucharist

Sunday
6th November
3rd Sunday
before
Advent

Sunday
13th November
2nd Sunday
before Advent
Remembrance
Sunday

Sunday
20th November
Christ the King

Sunday
27th November
Advent Sunday

St Mary
the Virgin
Goldsborough

St Paul &
St Margaret
Nidd

St John
the Baptist
Brearton

9am

10:30am

9am

Holy
Communion

BCP Mattins

Holy
Communion

9am

10:30am

Holy
Communion

Remembrance
Service

10:55am
War Memorial

9am

10:30am

Family
Service

BCP Mattins

9am

10:30am

Holy
Communion

BCP Holy
Communion

Holy Communion Services are usually held
every Wednesday in Knaresborough

Holy Trinity at 10am and St John the Baptist at 11am
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She sees cobwebs, I see her beauty. My wife and I both had new
cataracts recently and my rediscovered pleasures include driving and
reading, as well as looking at my wife! The following story isn’t mine
but I found it when I started reading again.
David Andrews
Reader at Nidd

A Mother's Story
We were the only family with children in the restaurant. I sat Sam in
a high chair and noticed everyone was quietly eating and talking.
Suddenly, Sam squealed with glee. He pounded his fat baby hands on
the high-chair tray. His eyes were wide with excitement and his
mouth was bared in a toothless grin. He wriggled and giggled in joy.
I looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It was a man
with a tattered rag of a coat, dirty, greasy and worn. His trousers
were baggy with a zip at half-mast and his toes poked out of his
shoes. His shirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed and unwashed.
His whiskers were too short to be called a beard and his nose was so
veined, it looked like a road map. We were too far from him to smell
fortunately. His hands waved and flapped on loose wrists.
"Hi there, handsome; hi there, big boy. " the man said to Sam. My
husband and I exchanged looks, "What do we do?" Everyone in the
restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the man. The old guy
was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby.
Our meal came and the man began shouting from across the room,
"Do yer know patty cake? Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he
knows peek-a boo!" Nobody thought the old man was fit company as
he was obviously drunk. My husband and I were so embarrassed.
We ate in silence, all except for Sam, who was running through his
repertoire for the admiring tramp, who in turn, reciprocated with his
comments. We finally finished the meal and headed for the door.
My husband went to pay the bill and told me to meet him in the car
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park. The old man sat poised between me and the door. "Lord, just
let me out of here before he speaks to me or Sam," I prayed. As I
drew closer to the man, I turned my back trying to side-step him and
avoid any air he might be breathing. As I did, Sam leaned over,
reaching with both arms outstretched in a baby's pick-me-up position.
Before I could stop him, Sam had propelled himself from my arms
into the man's. Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young
baby were in each other’s arms. Sam, in an act of total trust, love,
and submission laid his tiny head upon the man's ragged shoulder.
The man's eyes closed and I saw tears glisten beneath his eye lashes.
His wrinkled hands full of grime, pain and hard work - gently, so
gently cradled my baby's bottom and stroked his back.
No two beings have ever loved so deeply for so short a time. I stood
and watched in wonder.
The old man rocked and cradled Sam in his arms for a moment, and
then his eyes opened and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm
commanding voice, "You take care of this child." Somehow I
managed, "I will," from a throat that contained a stone. He prised
Sam from his chest unwillingly, longingly, as though he were in pain.
I received my baby, and the man said, "God bless you, missus,
you've given me an early birthday present. "I said nothing more than
a muttered thanks. With Sam in my arms, I ran for the car.
My husband was wondering why I was crying and holding Sam so
tightly, and why I was saying, "My God, my God, forgive me." I had
just witnessed Christ's love shown through the innocence of a tiny
child who saw no sin, who made no judgment, a child who saw a soul.
And a mother who saw a suit of ragged clothes.
I was a Christian who was blind, holding a child who was not. I felt it
was God asking.... "Are you willing to share your son for a moment,
when I shared mine for eternity?”. Without knowing, the ragged old
man had reminded me that true compassion, like true love, is an
involuntary and unconditional act. And it took my child to show me.
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Thinking caps on for our November quiz
It can’t be November already??!! It doesn’t seem five minutes
since the schools broke up for summer holidays! Well, actually,
while Knotty plucks these questions from the ether, it’s barely
October, such are the demands of editorial deadlines (generous
as they are, dear Editor, as Knotty always says), and as Accord is issued about a
week before the beginning of the month you, dear Reader, might be ignoring
these questions sometime around St Crispin’s Day (which is, as you know,
October 25th, Battle of Agincourt and all that.) Anyway, a lot has happened since
Knotty last put finger to keyboard, including the accession of a new monarch for
the United Kingdom. So, to mark this event, all the questions this month are to
do with people, places and things Carolean. Or Carolingean. Or Carolinian. Or
Charles-ish. Whichever you prefer.
Knotty

1.

By what name was the comedian, actor and entertainer Charles Edward
Springnall better known? His famous catchphrase was “Hello my darlings”.

2.

Who wrote the novel ‘Westward Ho!’?

3.

Who was the leader of the British Liberal Democrat party from 1999 to
2006?

4.

Which novelist went by the pen name of ‘Currer Bell’?

5.

Charley Hull excels in which professional sport?

6.

The Charles River flows into which North American harbour, which was the
site of a seminal act of rebellion in 1773?

7.

Which preacher, evangelist and hymn writer is remembered in the Church
of England with a “Lesser Festival” on 24 May?

8.

Which novel includes the characters Violet Beauregarde, Mike Teavee and
Arthur Slugworth?

9.

Which famous Charles married Emma Wedgwood in St. Peter’s Church,
Maer, Staffordshire on 29th January 1839, in a ceremony led by their
cousin, Rev. John Allen Wedgwood?
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10. Various European countries have had many kings called Charles (or the
equivalent in their language – for example, Carl or Karel). Some have been
given nicknames. Five of the following were real kings. Which one wasn’t?
Charles the Bad; Charles the Bald; Charles the Red; Charles the Bold;
Charles the Simple; Charles the Fat.
11. Charleston is the largest city in the US state of South Carolina but which
city is the capital of South Carolina?
12. What was the nickname given to the American jazz saxophonist, band
leader and composer Charlie Parker?

13. Developed in 1981 by Roger Salaun in Brittany, they average 4 - 5 cm in
diameter, and have an elongated, oval to oblong shape. They are botanically classified as Solanum tuberosum and belong to the Solanaceae or
nightshade family. What are they?
14. What is the name of the British singer who had a Number 1 hit with the
song "I Love to Love (But My Baby Loves to Dance)” in 1976?
15. Which Welsh footballer acquired the nickname ‘Il Gigante Buono” (“The
Gentle Giant”) while playing for Juventus between 1957 and 1962?
16. For the purposes of this quiz, Knotty tried to think of a character in a Dickens novel called Charles. It would be a far, far better thing if he hadn’t.
Can you think of one?
17. What is the name of the creator of the ‘Peanuts’ comic strip?
18. Which British actress appeared in the film ‘Georgy Girl’ as the character
Meredith, starred alongside Dirk Bogarde in the 1974 film ‘The Night Porter’ and played Miss Havisham in a 1998 BBC television adaptation of
Charles Dickens’ novel ‘Great Expectations’?
19. The Carolingian Empire was a large empire in western and
central Europe during the Early Middle Ages. It reached its
greatest extent around 814 CE. What is the English name of
the Empire’s ruler at that time?
20. Charlotte is the name of the eponymous spider in E.B.
White’s children’s classic ‘Charlotte’s Web’. What is the
name of the pig which is the other main character in the book?
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How many did you get right in our October quiz?
Check your answers below

1.

Offa.

2.

The Traveling Wilburys.

3.

Oswestry.

4.

They are all types of musical organs.

5.

OL (for Oldham).

6.

Co = Cobalt. Os = Osmium.

7.

Leyton Orient FC.

8.

Onward Christian Soldiers.

9.

The Old Man of Coniston.

10.

Austria (Österreich).

11.

Naomi Osaka.

12.

Jacques Offenbach.

13.

The Oxford Movement.

14.

Full House.

15.

Baltimore.

16.

Old English Sheepdog.

17.

Edna O’Brien.

18.

The River Ouse.

19.

Oboe.

20.

‘Open All Hours’ (and ‘Still Open All Hours’).
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Live music in Goldsborough!
Back by popular demand!

The Valenzano Ensemble

Paul, Iain, Laura, Alison and Joyce
present a Concert on

SUNDAY 6th NOVEMBER, 2022
in St. Mary’s Church at 3 pm

Music by Albinoni, Haydn, Pleyel, Strauss
and an exciting piece by
Ukrainian composer Borys Lyatoshynsky
plus the World Premiere of the
String Quintet by York composer David
Martin
Admission £10 includes a Welcome Drink
Children free
Tickets from the Church Wardens
Carol (carol.mary@btinternet.com)
Paul (thekerwins@googlemail.com)
or on the door
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Knaresborough Market Charity Stall, October 2022
Another very successful day! Thanks to the
generosity of the people of Goldsborough, Flaxby and
Knaresborough, we had a tremendous response when
we asked for Bric a brac, books, children’s toys etc,
to sell on our charity stall recently. David (Hudson)
very kindly let us have some of his jams, marmalade
etc to sell.
Unfortunately, this year the weather was not kind to
us. We arrived at 8am to rain, so the tarpaulin had to come out! However,
on the bright side, due to the poor weather we were very fortunate to have
a second stall, as several traders failed to turn up!! Our Goldsborough ladies
are made of sterner stuff and braved the wind and rain!! You know who you
are and many thanks to you all.
Jigsaws and books were the best sellers this year, with other shoppers
delighted with the wonderful bargains they found – a fish kettle and
preserving pan were heading up to Scotland!!
We made the decision this year that local charity shops (of which there are
many around the Market Place) would benefit from any remaining goods
(nor many), for which they were very appreciative.
Of course, these events could not take place without help & support –
thanks to Margaret, Jackie, Shirley, Nicky, Roy, Graham, Paul, my husband
Alan and everyone who came and bought!
A “Thank You” must also be made to Paul and Julie for the use of your
garage/warehouse!
So, all in all a good day and we raised just over of £600 for Church funds.
AMAZING!

Elizabeth Harper

Harrogate Male Voice Choir
Harrogate Male Voice Choir will again be performing a Festive Concert on
Saturday 10th December 2022 at 7.30pm in St Mary’s, Goldsborough. Tickets
cost £10 per person, £25 for a family and include a glass of wine or soft drink
and mince pie/Christmas cake. Available now from Jackie Shaw (01423 863939)
and Nicky Wynn (01423 864316).
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Setting Out On A Journey

I am going on a journey. And I am telling you because I hope to
meet you on the way and I would like you to know where I am
headed.
It will be a journey of faith. A journey of learning and a journey of
inquiry.
I have been accepted on the Leeds Diocesan course for Licensed Lay
Ministry. Licensed Lay Minister is the new name for Readers in
church. It is a 2 year course.
Though I worship most regularly at St Mary’s Goldsborough the
position of Licensed Lay Minister would be for the parish. So I may
be involved in services or activities in the other churches in our
parish also.
As you can imagine this has required a considerable amount of
thought and prayer and I now feel confident that this is the right
direction for me at this time. It has reassured me to have received
support from Garry, Stroma and Lisa and from the PCC.
Quite what I will learn and discover on the way is yet to be found
and I now ask for your prayers and support as I take this journey.
Nicky Wynn
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Spotlight on…………
Dr Chris Metcalfe, Lay Minister at St John’s,
Knaresborough
Tell us a bit about yourself:
I was born in 1947 when my parents were living in Ilkley and I
was baptised by my paternal grandfather, the Revd Ernest
Metcalfe, a Methodist minister. I was told that ‘cow and calf’ were among my
first words. In Ilkley station I gained my first footplate experience when my
maternal grandfather, a retired footplateman, lifted me into the cab of the
engine on the ‘4 o’ clock’ Leeds train. The sights, the sounds the smells, the
heat – it was love at first sight!
I spent most of my childhood and early teenage years in Whitby which I regard
as my home town. Sadly, my father died in 1956 so we became a one parent
family. Despite very little money my mother ‘kept the home together’ (as she
put it) but when she felt my brother and I were old enough she resumed a
career in nursing as a Sister at the Whitby War Memorial Hospital.
We moved to Knaresborough in 1962 and I left KJGS in 1966 and spent four
years as a student in Oxford before entering the teaching profession. I
subsequently taught for twenty years in secondary and primary schools before
moving into Higher Education. I retired in 2007 after leading a team of
academics teaching and researching in the field of continuing professional
education and development. I specialized in leadership and management,
mainly in public and charity sector organizations.
I became a Reader in the then Diocese of Ripon in 1985 and for many years was
a tutor to readers in training. I am chairman of the Yorkshire branch of the
Wesley Historical Society and still do some post -doctoral research in church
history.

What do you consider to be your greatest achievement?
Personally: a long and happy marriage to Helen, sadly not quite reaching our
golden wedding anniversary. Professionally: making a contribution to the
education, development and life-chances of people from the ages of seven to
seventy plus.
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How would you describe yourself in one sentence?
I prefer to leave that to others (with reference to Robbie Burns).

What is your motto?
‘My calling to fulfil’.

What is your food heaven?
Anything tasty, nutritious and easy to prepare.

And food hell?
I never really got on with tripe and I now avoid anything heavily processed.

Who is your greatest inspiration?
John Wesley, a Church of England clergyman who, despite his failings, set out to
bring the gospel to those neglected by the Established Church and who in the
face of much opposition regarded the whole world as his parish.

If you had to go and live on a desert island, what would be your
luxury item?
A solar powered CD player and the complete set of the organ works of J.S. Bach,
preferably with all the Novello scores.

What is your favourite hymn?
‘O thou who camest from above’ by Charles Wesley to the tune ‘Hereford’. It
makes my spirit soar.

What are you most thankful to God for?
The life that I have been granted, the faith that sustains me and the people with
whom I have shared my life and those remaining with whom I still share my life.
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The still point of the turning world
One of my most treasured possessions is a book entitled ‘The Countryside
Companion’, edited by Tom Stephenson and first published in the nineteenthirties. It was a present from my mother to my father in 1949 and as I was only
two at the time it is a book that has always been familiar to me. All the
illustrations are in black and white – they mostly were in those days - and it has
chapter headings such as ‘Features of the Village’, ‘Stiles and Gates’ and ‘Inn

Names and Signs’. It provides a picture of the countryside and of country life
now slipping below the horizon of human memory. The chapter that I return to
the most is ‘A Countryman’s Diary’ by Hudson Read which, on double page
spreads, gives vivid descriptions of the countryside in each month of the year
as it was then and before the effects of global warming started to be recognized
as a threat to the planet. The section for November starts with the words:
‘When the November sun burns like a feeble lantern over the grey countryside
the starlings about “Crowtree Cottage” flute strange music and chatter
monologues outside the windows’
It ends with ‘weather wisdom’: “A cold November, a warm Christmas”.
The language is evocative and moving and makes me dream of reading the
book in a pre-TV world sitting in front of a blazing fire with feet in slippers,
slippers on the fender and glowing embers dancing on the fire-back. Sadly,
those homely, blazing fires were bad both for the health of individuals and for
the health of our planet as those who experienced the era of smogs and ‘pea-

soupers’ will recall. That apart, the book reminds me of the basic human need
to feel close to and a part of the natural order which gave birth to us, which
nurtures and sustains us and to which our physical remains will eventually
return. Also, as we ourselves are created from the ‘stuff’ of the universe we are,
in effect, the universe contemplating its own existence. That’s quite a thought!
‘The Countryside Companion’ also takes me back to my childhood when much
time was spent playing and rambling in the fields and along the hedgerows near

our home. At this time of the year we went brambling so that a fresh supply of
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jam could be made and we collected as many rose hips as we could find to
take to school where we were given a few pennies for our efforts. There was a
strong parental edict that the pennies should not, repeat NOT, be wasted in the
pier amusement arcades, but parents don’t know everything! The rose hips
were for the manufacture of rose hip syrup which was spooned into us in the
early days of the National Health Service. This, along with free school milk, was
to ensure the healthy growth of what is now sometimes rather disparagingly
referred to as the ‘baby boom’ generation in which so much hope was invested
by parents who had lived through one or, in some cases, two disastrous world
wars, the General Strike and the Great Depression. Perhaps Sir Cliff Richard
should revise his 1961 song, ‘The young ones, darling, we’re the young ones’
to ‘ The old ones, darling, we’re the old ones’ to make it more current now that
we are sixty years older!
However, in addition to the seasons of the natural world we as Christians follow
the liturgical seasons of the year. As a Reformed church the doctrinal basis of
the Church of England is both scriptural and sacramental but I would also
contend that it is also ‘seasonal’. By this I mean that the liturgical calendar
provides a framework for our scriptural and our sacramental life and a yearly
exploration of what it means to follow the Christian Way. German theologians
coined a word which translates into English as ‘salvation history’ and the
seasonal cycle is one outworking this. It is an exploration in depth because
each year there are new things to learn about ourselves, about others and
about the faith that we hold. As a ‘pilgrim faith’ we are always on the move.
We are now approaching the season of Advent which is a time that I find very
special.

The word ‘Advent’ is taken from the Latin adventus which means

‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. In the Roman Empire it referred to the entry of a ruler to a
province or city. It is a solemn season in that it represents that time when the
people ‘walked in darkness’ (Isaiah 9 v.2) and the weekly lighting of the Advent
candles symbolizes the approach of the light ‘which shines in the
darkness’ (John 1 v.5). It has come to mean both looking forward to Christ’s
coming in the flesh, the Incarnation, and also to the end-time when ultimately all
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will be called upon to give account.
Advent is a time of waiting and of hopeful anticipation. However, waiting is not
popular nowadays. An early credit card slogan proclaimed that the card took
‘the waiting out of wanting’ and in the commercial world the explosion of credit
and associated debt together with ‘nothing to pay for a year etc.’ fuel an ‘I want
it and I want it NOW’ mentality. However, for Christians the waiting of Advent is
a positive and constructive time where the waiting itself is the very essence of
the experience, far removed from the commercial pressures of the everlengthening lead-up to Christmas where so much is purchased and, in many
instances, so little is appreciated. In a book entitled ‘The Stature of Waiting’
Canon William Vanstone argued that waiting is a characteristic of God himself
and that in waiting for even the most commonplace of things we are sharing in
something of the divine nature.
We all experience Advent in our own ways and for me it is one of those times
in the rhythm of the church’s year when the veil between this world and the
eternal realm somehow seems to become thinner. I know that this is symbolic
language but it relates to a genuine and profound feeling. There is a stillness in
the anticipation of the Incarnation which can only be captured in the language
of poetry. T.S. Eliot put it very well in ‘Burnt Norton’, one of the Four Quartets:
‘At the still point of the turning world…Where past and future are gathered.
Neither movement from nor towards,
Neither ascent nor decline, Except for the point, the still point…’
Advent is a time for stillness, for distancing ourselves – as far as we are able from the technological and commercial treadmills that are in danger of
swamping our lives, challenging our mental wellbeing and dulling our spirits.
How many times do we hear the exclamation, ‘I’ll be glad when it is all over!’?
We may well have uttered this sentiment ourselves. This year we should also
be very conscious of the national and international situation and the pressures
facing families and those many folk living on their own just at a time when the
sentimental Dickensian Christmas card portrayal of ‘plenty’ and ‘merriment’
contrasts with the real-life Dickensian world where great poverty, exploitation
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and excessive consumption existed side by side. They still do and more so
now than at any time in my adult life. The food banks of today are the near
equivalents of the ‘outdoor relief’ provided by the Union Workhouses of former
times. If Charles Dickens was writing his novels in today’s world, I wonder
what he would have to say about them. Would Ebeneezer Scrooge, when
asked to give a donation to relieve poverty, respond by referring the poor to
the food banks as an alternative to the workhouses in the original? After the
visitation of the three spirits would the reformed Ebeneezer Scrooge make a
massive donation from his coveted wealth to the food banks and night
shelters? We can only speculate. All we know is that although the season of
Christmas is a time of celebration for many it is also a time when poverty,
loneliness and strained relationships can be heightened and exaggerated. In
the midst of all this is the Christian hope that out of the future God will come
with his salvation. However, we should never forget that this future hope must
not blind us in our response to the needs of the present with all its
uncertainties and challenges.

Dr Chris Metcalfe
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Culinary and cropping curiosities
By Sophy Potager
November is a dull month in every way. It is getting
darker, but Christmas and the winter solstice are still far
away. However, on a good sunny day foraging in the
hedgerows will provide one with a harvest of sloes, to

prepare sloe gin, and hazelnuts for chocolates or
marzipan or to roast. You may also come across sweet chestnuts – the trees
have a peculiar twisted bark – which are excellent for
roasting. Many people forage for fungi, but I have never
had the confidence to do so. If you do, make sure you
have a clear guide to what is and is nor edible. The
clergy

would

hate

to

see

their

congregation

decimated!!!!

Sloe Gin
Take a clean glass jar with a well-fitting lid
Wash your sloes and then prick each one with a
darning needle. Put into jar until full.

Shake granulated sugar into the jar until all the
interstices are full.
Pour in gin, allowing all the trapped air to escape.
Shake the jar and put the lid on firmly. Turn and
shake gently to allow the sugar to dissolve.
Put the jar in a coolish dark place but every week
give it a shake until all the sugar is dissolved. Drink

at Christmas.
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And in the veg patch
November is a dull month in the garden.
There are some essential jobs however.
Leaves need to be collected and put in a wire
cage to form leaf mould. (If you don’t have a cage and only a few leaves they
will rot down satisfactorily in black bin bags if given a bit of water and placed in
a sheltered area). Leaf mould can be used to

enrich and aerate flower and vegetable beds.
Provided there is still no severe frost perennials
can be divided (use two forks) and re-planted.
Once there has been enough frost to blacken
them begonias can be lifted, cleaned and placed in a frost free place to go
dormant. Dahlia corms also need to be lifted, cleaned and stored.

On a sunny day it can be pleasant sitting in the sun on a sheltered bench to
clean and sharpen all your tools ready for the new season.
Flower and vegetable beds need to mulched and put to bed for their period of
dormancy.
After such a brilliant harvest of apples and plums, those of
us lucky to have trees have been sharing, so many people

have apples to store.
stored.

Apples will rot unless carefully

Wrap each apple in in tissue paper (the cheap

blue stuff used in DIY is as good as kitchen roll) and put
them side by side, layer or layer, in a tray.

Keep them in a cool but frost-free

outhouse or garage, checking them every week and removing any that have
gone soft. Plums are too fragile to be stored like this. They need to be stewed
and frozen or else eaten.

Chutneys and jellies are another way of ensuring

that nature’s bounty is not wasted but available for use through the winter.
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Read in your bible the gospel of Matthew, chapter 24,
verses 36 to 44.
Advent Sunday is the start of the countdown to Christmas. There are
many things that people do to get ready for Christmas, aren't there? We
have to put up our Christmas tree, lights, and decorations. We have to
get our Christmas cards addressed and posted. We have a lot of
shopping to do to buy gifts for our family and friends. There is a lot of
cooking that must be done -- Christmas cakes, Christmas puddings and
we must buy all of the food for Christmas dinner.
While we are getting ready for Christmas, there is something else that
we must be prepared for as well. Jesus promised that he would come
again and the Bible tells us that we must be watching and be prepared
for his return. We all know when Christmas is coming, but when will
Jesus come again? The Bible says that no one knows the hour of his
return. Not even the angels who announced his birth know when he will
come again.
If we don't know when he is coming, how can we be prepared? If we
want to be prepared for Jesus' coming, we must always be busy doing
the things that he told us to do. We must be loving God and loving one
another.
It is fun and exciting to prepare for Christmas, but we must also be
prepared for that day when Jesus comes again.

A little prayer for advent
Dear Father, we love this season of the
year. We love the preparation for the
celebration of the birth of our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Help us also remember that he is
coming again and that you have told us to
be prepared. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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If you have time in the busyness of the Advent
season here are a couple of books written by
the Archbishop of York that you might like to
read
Though the Christmas story is well known,
most of us have learnt it from school nativity
plays and carols. On the whole, this familiar
version is more concerned with light than
darkness. The backwards approach taken here
allows the movement to be in the opposite
direction, enabling us to get under the skin of
a complex narrative. We begin by seeing
through the eyes of Anna, the prophetess;
followed by Rachel, who weeps for her
children; King Herod; Casper, a wise men;
David, a shepherd; Martha, the (so-named)
innkeeper's wife; Joseph; Elizabeth; Mary;
Isaiah and, finally, Moses. Each imaginative
reflection is prefaced by a Bible reading and
followed by a prayer.

Christmas is one of the most joyful times of
year, and it can also be one of the most
stressful. It comes laden with expectations
and, for many, overshadowed by difficult
memories and emotions. If every other day
of the year has us running in different
directions, driven by the bleeping demands
of our phones and devices, Christmas
makes
us
run
faster
still.
This
understanding and uplifting book offers
another way to approach Christmas and to
discover how its joys and promises can
restore our lives, not add to their burdens.
You are invited to take a few minutes each
day during December to join in a
conversation with the bestselling author,
Stephen Cottrell,
who
offers simple
reflections and practical suggestions for
making your Christmas the celebration it is meant to be.
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Knaresborough Team Ministry
SAFEGUARDING
‘We are all responsible’
Revd Garry Hinchcliffe - 01423 202092
Revd Stroma McDermott - 01423 551219
Safeguarding Officer for all churches in the Knaresborough team
Mrs Faye Wright - 07415 009217
Alternative contact details
Office phone number - 01423 869209
Email - knaresboroughparishoffice@gmail.com
Who should YOU talk to if YOU observe or are told about any safeguarding
concerns?
The Safeguarding officer
The Clergy
The Diocesan Safeguarding team - 0113 353 0257
email - safeguarding@leeds.anglican.org
North Yorkshire Safeguarding - 01609 780780
Childline - 08001111
Action on Elder Abuse - 0808 808 8141
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John Gratton

Professional Service
Established 1990

For all those jobs
nobody else will do!
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Conservatory Cleaning
Pressure Washing of Patios
etc.
Light Removals & House
Cleaning
Contact: John Gratton
07980 386814
for a free quotation
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Beautiful
venue to
hire
Overlooking
the river
Nidd and Castle.

Holy Trinity Church Hall
Briggate
Hall, stage, & kitchen
Available for hire

All occasions.
To hire the HUB at St John’s

Regular bookings
Meetings
Celebrations
Children’s
parties

on a regular or one off basis then
please contact us on

Tel 07580596850
e-mail:

hub.bookings@hotmail.com
Main Hall, Meeting Room, Kitchen
and Terrace overlooking the river

Please contact
Brian Jelbert
07568 428473

All available to hire
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