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Dear Friends 

 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, fa la la la 

la, la la la la… 

…It is also the season of family 

traditions such as wearing silly jumpers, 

watching seasonal movies, buying too 

much, eating too much and for some of 

us, drinking too much! From the Christian perspective it is the season of 

expectation and hope as we prepare to remember and welcome the infant 

Jesus into the world. It’s a busy time and lovely time, but for some it’s also a 

very lonely and isolating time. 

 

Amongst the Christmas trees and concerts and services and fayres - this year 

we are offering something a little different. On Wednesday 21st December, 

7pm at Holy Trinity, Revd Lisa will be offering a short, quiet, gentle and 

reflective service for those who may feel a little ‘blue’ at this time of the year. 

Sometimes it’s hard not to feel despondent when we hear of the continuing 

war and violence occurring in Ukraine, or hear of asylum seekers trying to 

cross the English Channel in unseaworthy boats, or little boys of 2 dying 

because a council haven’t dealt with the damp and mould problem in their 

flat, or people who can’t afford to heat their 

homes or feed their families… but instead of 

feeling despondent, these and issues like them 

should make us feel angry that we live in such a 

world, in such a country and in such a time 

when such things are still allowed to happen. 

Jesus may have entered this world meek and 

mild, but he left it as an executed prisoner 

because he was such a radical threat to the 

power and status quo of the ruling classes of 

his day – you can keep your William Wallaces 
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and Che Guevaras, because Jesus of Nazareth was the original revisionist 

revolutionary. 

 

May this season of Christmas and new year bring you peace, happiness and 

holiness, but may it also stir up within your hearts a real desire to see change 

in the world around and about us and mobilise you into action. 

 
  

Blessings, prayers and love 

Garry 

Come and enjoy this wonderful celebration of  
 

‘Christingle amongst the Christmas Trees’ 
 
               St John’s Church, Knaresborough 
 

                                                    Wednesday 21st December 5 pm - 6 pm 
 
We are delighted that we are able to offer this service so close to Christmas 
and during the school holidays, as it is the perfect opportunity for families to 
attend. 
We will also be joined by William the Donkey so everybody is in for a treat! 
 
Over the last 50 years Christingle celebrations have raised millions of pounds 
in support of the life-changing work of the Children’s Society. 
 
Together we can share light and offer hope to children and young people 
throughout the country 
 
 
All are very welcome 
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From the Parish Registers 

 

We welcome into our church family 
 

Wilfred Norman Stanton 

Henry Jack David Martin 

Bobby Ezra Sunley 

Eleanor Paula Margaret Bloor 

 

 
 

 We  celebrate the marriage of…...  
 

  

 Alex Wall and Stephanie Szalma 

 Charles Pacey and Harriet Hainsworth 

 

 

 

   

We give thanks for the life of…… 
 

Edward James Wilson 

Lisa Casey  

Bob Watson 

Vera Threadgold  

    
 

 

May they rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

For information about  booking baptisms and weddings                                                                              

email knaresboroughparishoffice@gmail.com                               

Tel. Faye Wright 01423 869209 
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Café church @ the  HUB 

 
 

Friday 2nd December 2022  

Friday 6th January 2023 

10.30am till 12 noon   

 
All are welcome to this informal gathering for coffee, 

cake, chit-chat and prayer. 
 

Come on your own or bring your friends along too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What better way to herald the arrival of 2023 than by 
coming along to the Joint Benefice Service. 
 

Sunday 1st January at 10:30 am 

Holy Trinity Church 

 
And as it is the first Sunday of the month there will be 
delicious refreshments available in the church hall 
afterwards, soup, bacon butties and an array of 
wonderful home made cakes and puddings 
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St John’s News and Events…….. 

……………….From the Belfry 
 
On 15th October 2022 a group of bell ringers set off 
for London by various routes for a day outing to ring 
at four churches.  Although the day was to provide an 

insight into the history of London churches, we also saw the disparity 
between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’, which is evident all over the city.   
London is always able to offer a surprise of some sort.  Having arrived at 
Kings Cross on trains from York and Leeds, we were surprised with the 
unmistakeable smell of burning coal and the sound of a steam engine gently 
boiling.  The Flying Scotsman was on show at the station, to mark both the 
170th anniversary of King’s Cross station and the coming 100th anniversary 
of the Flying Scotsman.   

After a few photos we made our way on the 
Underground to Tower Hill and set off to find St 
Olaf’s Church.  Although churches in London are 
generally the same size as provincial churches, they 
are not always easy to find.  Whereas, in most 
towns the church stands in its own grounds, 
surrounded by space and is often the dominant 
structure, many churches in London are completely 

‘hemmed in’ by the surrounding buildings.  St Olaf’s is a prime example.  
Although the church is one of the smallest in the city it is not actually very 
small, however it is surrounded by high office buildings in all directions and 
you struggle to find it, until you turn the corner into Hart Street. It is one 
of only a handful of medieval City churches that escaped the Great Fire of 
London in 1666.  The present building dates from around 1450 and is largely 
built of flint.  Queen Elizabeth I (as Princess Elizabeth) held a thanksgiving 
service here in 1554 on the day of her release from the nearby Tower of 
London.  Apparently, it was the favourite church of the diarist Samuel 
Pepys, whose house and Royal Navy office were both on Seething Lane. 
On 11 May 1941, due to an incendiary bomb dropped by the Luftwaffe, the 
tower, along with the baptistry and other buildings, were burned out and 
the furnishings and monuments destroyed. The heat was so great that even 
the eight bells were melted "back into bell metal".  In the early 1950s, 
when the church was restored, the bell metal was recast into new bells by 
the same foundry that created the original bells in 1662 and 1694; the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry.   
St Olaf’s is also ‘home’ to the University of London Guild of Bell Ringers.  
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One of our band, Sarah Mattocks, rang there as a student.  Access to the 
tower was via the usual spiral staircase.  In this case it was lined with flint 
and clearly the ringing room, although painted white was also lined with 
uneven flints.  The room had a door which opened onto the transept roof, 
which was opened for us to allow in the sunlight and fresh air.  I spotted a 
beehive on the roof just outside the door, but I don’t think it was occupied.  
The tower housed 8 bells [12 cwt tuned in G] which rang nicely and were 
reasonable easy to handle.  Everyone had a ring and all enjoyed our first 
tower. We had been joined by the rest of the party who had come to 
London from Haworth and Wetherby in the north, and Worthing in the 
south. 
From St Olaf’s we walked to Bank station where we caught the train to 
Tottenham Court Road, the nearest station to St Giles in the Fields, our 
next church.  It was lunch time when we arrived and so before we rang, we 
found a pub for a light lunch.   
The first recorded church on the site of St Giles in 
the Fields was a chapel of the Parish of Holborn 
attached to a monastery and leper hospital.  The site 
had been a site of unbroken Christian worship for 
over 900 years until 2020, when the church closed 
for a period during the national Covid-19 Lockdown.  
The present church of St Giles is the third on the 
site since the parish was founded in 1101.  It was 
rebuilt most recently in 1731–1733 in Palladian style 
to designs by the architect Henry Flitcroft. 
When we found the church, there was considerable 
activity outside the building, in the churchyard.  We 
subsequently discovered that, as part of their 
mission, St Giles’ church works with, and facilitates several specialist 
organisations who work with homeless people in the area.  The ‘Simon 
Community’ provides a weekly Street Cafe outside the church every 
Saturday and Sunday.  ‘Quaker Homeless Action’ provide a lending library to 
people, every Saturday, who would otherwise not have access to books.  
‘Street Storage’ provides a facility to allow homeless people to store their 
possessions, which might otherwise be at risk of theft, and ‘ShowerBox’ 
provides showering facilities to the street homeless using a shower trailer.  
Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous hold various meetings at St 
Giles every week. Clearly everything was welcomed and well-used. 
The ringing room was reached via another spiral staircase, a little narrower 
than St Olaf’s.  18th century Palladian churches had narrower towers so the 
ringing room was a little smaller too, but it had a large window to allow in 
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the light.  There were 8 bells [14 cwt tuned in F] which rang nicely and 
sounded good.  All the band rang something.   

From St Giles, we walked down Oxford Street to 
Oxford Circus to get the Victoria Line to Victoria.  
From Victoria, we walked down to St Stephen’s on 
Rochester Row.  The church was built by Baroness 
Angela Burdett-Coutts, grand-daughter and 
heiress to the banker, Thomas Coutts. She 
intended it as a memorial to her father, Sir Francis 
Burdett.  The chosen architect was Benjamin 
Ferrey, a pupil of Pugin and the church was 
consecrated on 24 June 1850.  The church 
received a direct hit during the Blitz destroying 
the original East window.  The top half of the 184 

ft high spire also suffered damage and became unsafe and was removed in 
1968, and for many years St Stephen’s was known as the church with half 
a spire.  In 1994 a fibre glass replacement on a steel frame was erected, 
coloured to look like the original stone.  We couldn’t see any of this as the 
whole structure was covered in scaffolding!  We were joined by Paul 
Daybell (Mike’s Brother) who lives and rings in London.  We were let in via 
the boarding on the front and climbed a very long and even narrower spiral 
staircase. 
The eight bells [23 cwt tuned in C#] were installed when the church was 
built.  They were heavy and felt heavy.  The ringing room was quite large 
but had a low ceiling and rope guides and bosses, which made the ropes 
kink slightly when ringing.  Although they were a little challenging, we soon 
got used to them.  Because they were big, they sounded deep and loud.  
The tenor had a wonderful sound and would have sounded wonderful tolling 
for the Queen’s funeral.  The ringing room had other interesting features.  
The clock pendulum hung down in the middle of the room surrounded by a 
railing, and there was a large peal board that recorded the details of the 
first muffled peal which was rung on 18th November 1852 during the 
funeral of the Duke of Wellington, who was also a friend of the Baroness 
apparently.  It may be interesting to note that, although this is an 
historical record of ringing on what were new bells in 1852, it was highly 
likely that Knaresborough bells were also rung for the funeral of the Duke 
of Wellington and our bells were over 70 years old by that time. 
From Rochester Row, we travelled by road to All Saints on Cheyne Walk or 
Chelsea Old Church as it is commonly known.   Paul took some of the group 
in his car and 6 of us jumped into a gleaming new electric London taxi.  It 
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was smooth, quiet and had a wide glass sunroof.  
The driver seemed interested in why we were 
there and the fare was less per person than the 
underground.  Despite its name, Chelsea Old 
Church was the most recently built church we 
visited on the day.  It dates from 1157, and had 
various additions over the centuries, including 
Sir Thomas More’s personal chapel in 1528.  
However, it was virtually destroyed by a 
parachute bomb in 1941.  It was rebuilt after 
the war and in May 1958, the entire church was 
reconsecrated by the Bishop of London in the 
presence of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, 
as it had been restored in its entirety on its old foundations. Apparently, it 
looks much as it did before World War II. Many of the tombs and 
monuments inside were salvaged and reconstructed, ‘rather like jigsaw 
puzzles’.   
This time, the stairs were wider, but the spiral ran anticlockwise, which is 
uncommon.  The ringing room was large and bright – too bright in fact; we 
had to close the blinds because the sun was shining in the ringers’ faces.  
The bells were the lightest of the day [10 cwt tuned in Ab] easy and 
enjoyable to ring by all.   
It had been an interesting day.  We had been in centre of the City of 
London, where much of London’s wealth originates, we had experienced the 
poorest and most disadvantaged people at St Giles, we walked down one of 
London’s busiest shopping streets a few yards away on Oxford Street, we 
passed hundreds of comfortable looking flats near Victoria and very 
expensive housing around Chelsea.  The churches at which we rang, got 
progressively younger, and the stairs got progressively narrower (until 
Chelsea), through the day. 
We had pizza near Kings Cross before most of us caught our trains north.  
The others had made arrangements to stay overnight in London. 
If you are interested in a new hobby and to see the world, try your hand at 
bell ringing.  We will be happy to give you a taste of the exercise.  Feel 
free to come to practices at 7:00 pm Tuesday evenings or contact Matt 
Curl, Tower Captain on 868104 or matthew.curl@ntlworld.com.  You don’t 
need to be big or strong or musical.  You just need to be able to count to 8.  
All welcome, young or old or in-between. 
 
Matt Curl, Tower Captain  
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 ………………From the Choir Stalls 
A big thank you to everyone involved in our Remembrance Sunday service 
at St John’s, especially Knaresborough Silver Band, organist David Austin, 
our guest singers from Cadenza and of course our own excellent 
choristers. A special shout out to young trumpeter India Harby who did an 
excellent job of playing The Last Post and Reveille during the service and 
subsequently at the War Memorial during the Act of Remembrance at the 
Castle. 
Advent Carol Service 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our friends from the 
other choirs within the Team Ministry to sing with us at out Advent Carol 
Service at St John’s on Sunday 27th November 2022 at 4pm.  
Christmas Tree Festival 
The Christmas Tree Festival will run from Saturday 3rd December to 
Friday 23rd December 2022   (inclusive). The Songbirds will be returning 
to St John’s to perform at the Preview Evening on Friday 2nd December 
and various local musicians and choirs will be performing during the three 
Saturdays of the festival. The full schedule has not been finalised at the 
time of going to press, but provisional details thus far are as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Christmas Performance  
We are looking forward to welcoming the choirs of St John’s School and 
The Forest School back to St John’s for their annual Christmas 
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 performance. Dates and timings have yet to be finalised, so look out for 
further details in due course. 
Christmas Concert 
Our annual Christmas Concert will take place on Sunday 11th December 
2022 at 7pm. As well as performances from our own choir, we are looking 
forward to welcoming our special guests: Cadenza, Treble Clef and Voix 
Celestes. Admission is payable on the door (Adults - £10, Concessions - 
£8, Children - Free) and doors open at 6.30pm.  
Carols at Allerton Castle 
St John’s Choir will be singing Carols at Allerton Castle on Tuesday 20th     
December 2022 at 7pm. This is a free event and all are welcome, but 
tickets need to be booked in advance via Eventbrite using the following 
link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carols-at-the-castle-tickets-
460058105177 
Allerton Castle is well worth a visit, so please come along and support us if 
you can. 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
What better way to celebrate the Nativity than to attend a traditional 
service of Nine Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve amidst a myriad of 
decorated Christmas Trees? Come and join us on Saturday 24th 
December 2022 at 7pm for the highlight of the Choir year and a feast of 
carols old and new.  
York Minster 
We are delighted to be returning to York Minster once again to sing the 
services on Saturday 31st December 2022 and Sunday 1st January 
2023. Full details of these services will be published on the York Minster 
website in due course, so please come along and support us if you can. It is 
always a pleasure to see some familiar faces in the congregation! 
Choral Evensong 
Our first Choral Evensong of the Spring Term will be on Sunday 29th 
January 2023, at the usual time of 4pm, when we will be celebrating 
Candlemas, the presentation of Christ in the temple. It would be great to 
see you there. 
If you have any queries regarding the above, or indeed, anything to do 
with music making at St John’s, please feel free to drop me a line on: 
mark.hunter83@gmail.com. 
 
Take care and very best wishes to you and yours for Christmas and the 
New Year. 
Mark 
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ST JOHN’S CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL 2022 

 

 DECEMBER 3rd -23rd 

OPEN   

MONDAY – FRIDAY 12-5pm 

SATURDAY 10am  – 5pm       SUNDAYS 1.30 – 5pm 

RAFFLE, LIVE MUSIC SATURDAYS 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL  
 
Please contact June Graham if you are interested in helping as a steward 
for the Festival, welcoming visitors, selling programmes & Raffle tickets. 
Junegraham1961@gmail.com    07759 619780 

 

SEASONAL REFRESHMENTS  

WILL BE SERVED IN THE HUB @ St JOHN’S  during the festival 

SATURDAY 3rd, 10th  & 17th     11-4PM 

SUNDAY 4th , 11th & 18th    1-4PM 

COMMUNITY STARS CAFÉ WEDNESDAYS 10-3PM  

 

PREVIEW EVENING  

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER 6.30PM  

ENJOY THE FESTIVE LIGHTS FOLLOWED BY SUPPER IN THE HUB 

LASAGNE, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD & DESSERT 

ALCHOLIC AND SOFT DRINKS ON SALE 

TICKETS £15 each 
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 ………..From the Flower Guild 
The Service of Remembrance was held as usual at St 
John’s church, sadly diminished by the absence of the 
youth groups such as brownies and scouts although we 
were pleased to see the Air Force cadets and British 
Legion and of course Knaresborough Mayor and 
councillors. 
      In contrast a number of lovely poppy arrangements 
greeted us including an outstanding one in the porch, 
giving a warm glow to the starkness of grey walls. We 
now happily have an abundance of poppies to draw upon 
for our Remembrance arrangements. 
        Now our group is immersed in preparations for the Christmas Tree 
Festival which is already showing signs of an event worth visiting. We are 
so delighted that more members have now joined us including the most 
recent addition Yvonne. New blood, new talent, new ideas to keep us moving 
forward. 
        Contacts for requests for flowers in remembrance 
            Bernice 866539.    Antje 860463 
             Pat Hewitson 

 
 

………………From the Classroom  
             
                          
What a whirlwind of a term! Who would have guessed 
that, alongside Maths and English, we would be learning 

so much about life as a citizen of this country? 
Staff and pupils alike have been engaging in learning about the Royal 
Family: everything from names of kings and queens to car registration 
plates and names of corgis! We are already eagerly anticipating the 
coronation celebrations to take place next year. 
More recently, we have been learning 
about the UK parliament. UK Parliament 
Week ran from 14th to 20th November 
and allowed us to explore the history of 
Parliament, its structure and its 
purpose, and (thanks to modern 
technology) let us take virtual tours of 



14 

the House of Lords and House of Commons. We have written letters 
regarding local issues to our MP, and we have held mini-ballots in class, 
complete with ballot papers and counting stations. 
Years 5 and 6 are, at the time of writing, looking forward to welcoming a 
group of magistrates who will be teaching us more about the judicial 
system and the role of the magistrate within that system. This work will 
be used by the Young Leaders as they work towards their Archbishops’’ 
Young Leaders award. 
On a more spiritual level, we have enjoyed another Sanctuary Week, this 
time reflecting on our key values of Compassion, Honesty, Integrity and 
Awe. As always, these weeks are followed up with times of class worship in 
which children can reflect personally and offer points for prayer. 
And, coming quickly, we will be preparing for Christmas! 
The whole St John’s school family would love to send warmest Christmas 
wishes to the wider St John’s church family. Happy Christmas! 
 
Jenny Byers (collective worship lead) 

St Johns Primary School Needs You!  

 
If you could spare an hour or two a week during termtime then 
please consider becoming a reader helper. 
 
Our school volunteers are a super important part of St Johns’ and the 
support they give to our children in school is invaluable. 
If you feel that you would like to become a school volunteer and help listen 
to the children read etc then please email Mrs Robinson in the school 
office on admin@ksjprimaryschool.org or call 01423863265 to find out 
more. Please note that we would require you to be available on a regular 
basis. Full training will be available and DBS checks will be carried out by 
school before you start. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:admin@ksjprimaryschool.org
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What does the sending and receiving Christmas cards mean to you?  
 
Lou Blackburn  writes: 
 

I have a list of folks I know, all written in a book, 
And every year at Christmastime I go and take a look. 

And that is when I realise their names are all a part 
Not of the book they're written in but of my very heart. 

For each name stands for SOMEONE who has crossed my path some 
time 

And left such a print of friendship that I want to touch again 
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim 

I really feel that I'm composed of each remembered name 
And why you may not be aware of any special 'link' 

Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you think! 
For once I've met somebody, the years cannot erase 
The memory of a pleasant word or a friendly face. 

So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between. 

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you 
It's because you are on the list of friends that I'm indebted to. 

For I am but the total of the many folks I've met 
And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget. 

And whether I have known you for many years or few 
In some small way you've had a part in shaping things I do. 

So every year when Christmas comes, I realise anew 
The best gifts life can offer is meeting folk like you. 

So may the Christmas spirit that each season still outpours 
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Advent Study Course 
 

Into the Heart of Advent 
 

Imagine meeting up with Jesus for a 

coffee and some heart-to-heart 

conversation. 

What would you say to him? 

What might he say to you? 

 

Our advent course will be based on Penelope 

Wilcock’s book inviting you to study 

conversations she's had with Jesus about the 

Christian journey and the meaning of Advent, covering Waiting, 

Judgement, Light, The Holy Family and Incarnation  

 

The conversations delve into many areas: children and families, gifts and 

graces, angels, homes, homelessness and hospitality - and more besides. 

 

Get ready to be surprised and challenged, as you hear Jesus' own take on 

the original Christmas and what it means for our world twenty centuries 

later.  

 

When:  Monday evenings  

28th November, 5th, 12th, 19th December 

 

Time:  7:30 to 9pm 

 

Where:  5 March Avenue, Waterside, Knaresborough  

HG5 8DG 

 

I have several copies of the book, please let me know if you 

would like to purchase one and if you would like to attend the 

course. 

Please contact Denise Cullingworth on 07739 398197 for 

more information. 
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On Wednesday 21st December, which is the longest night, we will be holding a special 

service at 7pm at Holy Trinity.                                                                                                       

It is a gentle, reflective, service for those who might like to hear the Christmas message 

of hope and salvation, but who, for whatever reason, don’t want all the trappings and 

the tinsel.                                                                                                                               

Perhaps you have suffered a loss or bereavement. Maybe you’re parted from family and 

friends, or have had disappointments this year and don’t feel very festive.                      

Or perhaps you just don’t like the commercialism.                                                                   

If you would like to sing some gentle carols, hear the Christmas story and light a candle 

to remember those who can’t be with us, then this is the service for you, and you would 

be very, very welcome.                                                                                                            

Revd Lisa Holland 

 
 

Our next  meeting will be on 22nd  November at 11am 

and in preparation for Advent our theme will be  

“Be Still” 

 

And for those who do struggle at this time of year for many different reasons, or 

as Lisa said above, perhaps you want to escape the commercialism and busyness 

of the festive season,  or you are in need of some company after a lonely time, 

we will be holding Messy Vintage on Tuesday  27th December at 11am. 

All are welcome and bring a friend along if you wish. 

 
Creativity- Celebration—Christ-centredness—Mission—Hospitality 

 
For more information please contact Denise Cullingworth on 07739398197 

https://messychurch.org.uk/messy-vintage              
 



19 

 

HOLY 
TRINITY 
CHURCH 

 
Christmas Fair 

 
Saturday 3rd December 

11am to 4pm 
Sunday 4th December 

12noon to 4pm 
 

Delicious lunches, Cakes and  
Preserves, Raffle, Gifts 
Tombola and bottle stall 

Books, bric a brac, jigsaws 
 

And a visit by Santa himself  
on Sunday at 3pm 
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 St John 
the Baptist 

Knaresborough 

Holy Trinity 
Knaresborough 

Sunday  
4th December 

 
Advent 2 

 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Holy Communion 

10:45am 
 

The Eucharist 
 

Sunday 
11th December 

 
Advent 3 

8am 
Holy Communion 

10:30am 
Rock up Nativity 

7pm 
Choir concert 

 
10:45am 

 
Communion by  

Extension 

Sunday 
18th December 

 
Advent 4 

8am  
Holy Communion 

10:30am 
Holy Communion 

10:45am 
The Eucharist 

4pm 
Nine Lessons and 

Carols 

Wednesday 
21st December 

11am 
Holy Communion 

5pm 
Christingle Service 

10am 
Holy Communion 

7pm 
Blue Christmas 

Saturday 
24th December 

 
Christmas Eve 

 

11am 
Crackers @  
Christmas 

7pm 
Nine Lessons and 

Carols 
11:30pm 

Midnight Mass 

 
 
 

3pm 
Crib Service 

Sunday 
25th December 

 
Christmas Day 

 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:00am 

Holy Communion 

 
10am 

 
The Eucharist 
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 St Mary 
the Virgin 

Goldsborough 

St Paul &  
St Margaret  

Nidd 

St John 
the Baptist 
Brearton 

Sunday  
4th December 

 
Advent 2 

 

 
9am 

 
Holy  

Communion 

 
10:30am 

 
BCP Mattins 

 

Sunday 
11th December 

 
Advent 3 

 
9am 

 
Family Service 

 

 
10:30am 
BCP Holy  

Communion 
 

 

Sunday  
18th December 

 
Advent 4 

 

9am 
Holy  

Communion 
5pm 

Carols in the 
Village 

 
10:30am 

 
BCP Mattins 

 
4pm 

Carols in the 
Church and 

on the Green 

Saturday 
24th December 

 
Christmas Eve 

 
 

 
4pm 

Carols in the 
Church 

 

Sunday 
25th December 

 
Christmas Day 

 

 
10am 

 
Holy  

Communion 

 
10:30am 

 
BCP Holy 

Communion 

 

 
Holy Communion Services will be held  

 
on  Wednesday 7th, 14th and 21st December in  

 
Holy Trinity at 10am  and St John the Baptist at 11am 

 
But please note there will be no services on  

 
Wednesday 28th December 
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 St John 
the Baptist 

Knaresborough 

Holy Trinity 
Knaresborough 

Sunday  
1st January 

 
2nd Sunday of 

Christmas 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Team Service at 
Holy Trinity 

10:30am 
 

Team Service 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 
8th January 

 
Epiphany 

 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Family Service 

10:30am 
 

The Eucharist 

Sunday  
15th January 

 
2nd Sunday of 

Epiphany 
 
 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Thanksgiving  
 Service with  

Baptisms 
 

11:45am 
Said  

Holy Communion 

10:30am 
 

The Eucharist 
 
 

Sunday 
22nd January 

 
3rd Sunday of  

Epiphany 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30am 
 

Communion by 
Extension 

Sunday 
29th January 

 
Christ’s  

presentation in the 
temple 

 
Candlemas 

8am 
Holy Communion 

 
10:30am 

Holy Communion 
 

4pm 
Choral Evensong 

10:30am 
 

The Eucharist 
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 St Mary 
the Virgin 

Goldsborough 

St Paul &  
St Margaret  

Nidd 

St John 
the Baptist 
Brearton 

Sunday  
1st January 

 
2nd Sunday of 

Christmas 

10:30am 
 

Team Service 
at Holy  
Trinity 

10:30am 
 

BCP Mattins 

 

Sunday 
8th January 

 
Epiphany 

10:30am 
 

Family Service 

10:30am 
 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

 

 

Sunday  
15th January 

 
2nd Sunday of 

Epiphany 

9am 
 

Holy  
Communion 

10:30am 
 

BCP Mattins 

 

Sunday 
22nd January 

 
3rd Sunday of  

Epiphany 

9am 
 

Holy  
Communion 

10:30am 
 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

 

 
Sunday 

29th January 
 

Candlemas 

9am 
 

Holy 
Communion 

10:30am 
 

BCP Mattins 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
Wednesday Holy Communion Services will be as follows 

 
 

4th and 18th January  at 11am at St John’s 
 
 

11th and 25th January at 10am at Holy Trinity 
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 Concert  by the Valenzano Ensemble on 6th November, 2022 

 
    Violins – Paul Cole, Iain McGavin, Violas – Laura Lindsay, Alison Mordey, Cello – 
Joyce Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A chilly and damp autumn day was much livened by the Valenzano Ensemble, by now 
familiar to many of us, offering another marvellous mix to a full and enthusiastic 
house.  It was an eclectic menu spanning five centuries with indeed something for 
everyone.  Eight composers in all, some well-known, others less so, including the 
Premiere of David Martin’s String Quintet.  David, married to Joyce (cellist), himself a 
local musician, teacher and organist, was present, and in her Welcome Introduction, 
Stroma invited him to stand up – so we were able to put a face to a name AND the 
music. 
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Thus, armed with the best intelligence and a glass of wine, we were invited to our 
seats.  The programme opened with Albinoni’s Sonata a Cinque in C in four 
movements.  A beautifully melodic Largo was followed by mesmeric canon textures in 
the Allegro.  I was particularly moved by the third movement, Grave, and I ‘fess up to 
even having shed a little tear (for all the right reasons!), it was so evocative.  The work 
was rounded off by a rousing fugal Allegro. 
Next up, the much-anticipated Premiere – a privilege to hear this piece in its first 
public performance.  Joyce’s programme notes explain that David is not of this 
century, nor the last one.  Baroque is his natural language and his Baroque music plays 
in his head like a radio, often making it hard to sleep.  He was 18 years old before he 
discovered that other people do not have their own music playing in their heads.  I 
particularly enjoyed the opening Maestoso with its interesting changes of key, lyricism 
and effective pizzicatos.  David’s music appears to be predictable, but then he throws 
in unexpected twists and turns all his own.  What enormous talent, and so well-
received.  You could have heard a pin drop; now, that’s saying something. 
Haydn’s Horn Concerto in D followed, cleverly adapted by Paul (violinist) for strings, 
and showcasing some wonderful viola solos for Laura and Alison in both Allegros. 
Then a short interval, more slurps, more gossip and catch-up time, but efficiently well-
policed by Stroma who swiftly ushered us all back for the second half. 
An unusual and little-heard Quintet by Ignaz Pleyel (much-admired friend of Mozart 

and Haydn – quite an accolade!)  came next, with its three tuneful movements, 

Allegro, Adagio, Rondo.  Easy, happy listening! 

Then we moved to the Ukraine with an interesting piece by one of its best-known 
composers Borys Lyatoshinsky, based on folk themes and with an edgy 5-in-a-bar 
rhythm.  In the light of current events and without wishing to sound flippant, the 
music immediately transported me to that part of the world.  I wondered how our 
partly Ukrainian audience were feeling. 
Dvorak’s Humoresque needed no introduction – more pizzicato – yay, bring it on! 
Back to the nineteenth century and the King of Three-Time, Johann Strauss II’s “An der 
Schönen, Blauen Donau” or “The Blue Danube”, abounding in recognisable and jolly 
waltz tunes and not a parody, even though we all know that the Danube is anything 
but blue. 
A quiet and contemplative Canzonetta from another Ukrainian, Volodymyr Sokalsky, 
ended the programme on a poignant note, but the hungry audience demanded more 
and were rewarded by Laura’s fun arrangement of the Sailors’ Hornpipe.  There was 
plenty of spontaneous Proms-style clapping as the rhythm gathered pace, ensuring a 
high note on which to end another wonderful afternoon’s entertainment. 
Thank you Valenzano and all the helpers who made this possible – and yes – MORE 
PLEASE! 
Jeanette Smith, Goldsborough   
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ST MARY’S FRIDAY CLUB 
  

Our brand new Friday Club is held once a month and offers the opportunity 

for villagers to gather socially over a cuppa. The club started in September and 

is now thriving with 20 people, including non-church going villagers, attending 

the November event, which is very encouraging.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

ST MARY’S CLEANERS 

 

Thank you to you all for your hard work and support it is much appreciated. 

We quite often receive lovely comments regarding the appearance and 

cleanliness of the Church.  

 

A fantastic team     

 
       Jackie     
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Thinking caps on for our  December/January quiz 
Hear now the wise words of Neville John Holder MBE, born Walsall, 
Staffordshire: “So here it is, Merry Christmas.”  You might remember, if you 
were paying attention at the time, that last year Knotty eschewed setting 
questions of a festive nature believing that your appetite for seasonally themed 
quizzes would be sated by newspapers and other periodicals published in 
December. This year, however, Knotty has decided to bar no holds and go full 

on with a quiz based on songs celebrating Christmas and New Year. These may be of the ‘popular’ 
variety (Knotty hopes you’re all genned up on Christmas Number 1s) or they may be of the more 
traditional, sacred and classical genres. And they might not all be totally straightforward. Anyway, 
Knotty hopes you like them and that if nothing else they provide some distraction from watching 
the Smart meter in home display clocking up the kilowatt hours as you roast the turkey. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all     Knotty 
1,  What is the connection between 1973’s Christmas Number 1 song (obliquely referenced in 

the preamble above) and the founder of University College London’s school of fine art? 

2. Which Christmas carol is very closely based on St. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2:8-20? 

3. ‘White Christmas’ in its various manifestations (although Bing Crosby’s is obviously the only 
proper version) is a perennial Christmas song. The definition that the Met. Office uses to 
define a white Christmas is for one snowflake to be observed falling by the Met. Office in 
the 24 hours of 25th December somewhere in the UK. Was the most recent official White 
Christmas recorded in the UK in (a) 2021; (b) 2018 (c) 2013?   For a bonus point, in which 
year was there snow lying on the ground at 83% of the Met. Office’s recording stations on 
Christmas Day (clue – it was in the last 20 years)?  

4. Which Christmas song was written (according to its composer) in an Austin Mini on the way 
home to Middlesbrough from Abbey Road Studios in London? 

5. In 1973 and 1975 the UK’s Christmas singles charts included songs with titles in Latin. In 
1973 ‘Gaudete’ reached number 14 and in 1975 the instrumental ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ got to 
number 4. Who were the artists responsible? 

6. Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander wrote the words to the hymns ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’ 
and ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’. She also provided the words for a famous Christmas 
carol, often used to open proceedings at carol services. What’s its title? 

7. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from Kings College, Cambridge always closes with 
which carol? 

8. Who wrote the Christmas Oratorio (BWV 248)? 

9. Paul, George, George and Simon are the first names of the first four singers in which iconic 
Christmas hit? 

10. An English Christmas carol dating from the 16th century was traditionally performed in a 
cathedral city in England as part of a mystery play. The carol specifically refers to the 
Massacre of the Innocents, in which, according to St Matthew’s Gospel, Herod ordered all 
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male infants under the age of two in Bethlehem to be killed. After which city is the carol 
named? 

11. Performances of Tchaikovsky’s ballet ‘The Nutcracker’ have become a Christmas 
tradition. What are the names of the girl who is the main character and the mysterious 
magician who helps her? 

12. In 2001 Burslem born Robbie Williams topped the Christmas charts as one half of a duo. 
Who was his partner and what song did they sing? 

 13. The carol which commences with the line “On Christmas night all Christians sing” is 
named after which English county? 

14. The last four (2018 – 2021) Christmas Number 1s have been claimed by the social media 
personality ‘Ladbaby’!  Ladbaby’s 2021 ‘song’ was titled ‘Sausage Rolls for Everyone’. Two 
very well known and somewhat more mainstream musicians featured on that hit – who 
were they?   

 For an additional point, which famous group has had four Christmas number 1s? 

15. Which group had a hit in January 1983 with the song ‘New Year’s Day’ The song’s lyrics 
were inspired by the Polish Solidarity movement. 

16. The seasonal song ‘Walking in the Air’ features in the animated film ‘The Snowman’. Who 
is the author of the book upon which the film was based? Who sang ‘Walking in the Air’ 
on the film soundtrack? 

17. Which British actress and comedienne had a hit in December 1963 with the song ‘All I 
want for Christmas is a Beatle’?  

18. According to Robert Wells and Mel Tormé in their ‘The Christmas Song’, what are the two 
things everyone knows make the season bright? 

19. Which Trinidadian born pianist holds the multiple distinctions of being the first female to 
top the Christmas charts (with ‘Let’s Have Another Party’), the first black artist to have a 
UK number 1 and (at the time of writing) the only female instrumentalist to get the 
number one spot? 

20. For which Christmas carol did Gustav Holst write a tune? 

Its Christmaaaaaaaas, as Noddy Holder would say, so here’s a bonus question! Or 3!  

21. According to BBC Radio 2 in December 2020, what was the most played Christmas  song  
 of the 21st  Century to date? 

22. What was voted most popular Christmas carol in a BBC Songs of Praise poll 
 in December  2020? 

23. What are your favourite Christmas songs and carols? Knotty hopes you get 
to hear and sing them this Christmas. Knotty’s favourites? You’ll have to guess ...  
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How many did you get right in our November quiz? 
Check your answers below 

 

1. Charlie Drake. 

2. Charles Kingsley. 

3. Charles Kennedy. 

4. Charlotte Brontë. 

5. Golf. 

6. Boston Harbour, site of the Boston Tea Party. 

7. Charles Wesley. 

8. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. 

9. Charles Darwin. 

10. Charles the Red. 

11. Columbia. 

12. ‘Bird’ (or ‘Yardbird’). 

13. Charlotte potatoes. 

14. Tina Charles. 

15. John Charles. 

16. Charles Darnay (‘A Tale of Two Cities’). (There might well be other Dickens 
 characters called  Charles!) 

17. Charles M. Schulz. 

18. Charlotte Rampling. 

19. Charlemagne. 

20. Wilbur. 



31 

And so that you don’t have to wait until the end of January for the answers to 
this edition’s quiz, here they are……. 
1. They share the name ‘Slade’. Felix Slade is acknowledged as the founder of the Slade 
 School of Art; the group Slade had the 1973 Christmas Number 1 with ‘Merry Xmas      
 Everybody’. 

2. ‘While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks’. Other answers might be partly  acceptable. 

3. 2021. Bonus point – 2010. 

4. ‘Driving Home for Christmas’. 

5. Steeleye Span; Mike Oldfield. 

6. ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. 

7. ‘Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing’. 

8. Johann Sebastian Bach. 

9. ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’, Band Aid, 1984. Paul Young, Boy George, George Michael 
 and Simon Le Bon. 

10. Coventry. 

11. Clara and Herr Drosselmeyer. 

12. Nicole Kidman; ‘Somethin’ Stupid’. 

13. Sussex (yes, Knotty knows it’s not technically a county in the political or ceremonial 
 sense  now but it is in cricket’s County Championship!!). 

14. Elton John and Ed Sheeran.  The Beatles had 4 Christmas Number 1s. 

15. U2. 

16. Raymond Briggs created the book, Peter Auty sang the song on the film soundtrack. 

17. Dora Bryan. 

18. “A turkey and some mistletoe”. 

19. Winifred Atwell. 

20. ‘In The Bleak Midwinter’. 

21 ‘Fairytale of New York’;  

22. ‘O Holy Night’. 

23. ??????????Ask Knotty 
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Loose Parish Ladies Rubbish Trip and Lunch 
 
Many will be aware that, pre pandemic, there was a group known as the 
Parish Ladies. The group was longstanding and ladies from across the 
parish attended evening meetings, once a month, to listen to an invited 
speaker and have a cuppa and a piece of cake afterwards. Sadly, 
COVID forced closure of the group. 
 
Eleanor, a former member, suggested it would be nice if we could still 
have a parish group to meet from time to time, probably over food. The 
Loose Parish Ladies was born. Loose in this context meaning informal! 
 
So far, we have enjoyed a fish and trip supper at Drakes, and have 
dined Italian in the Two Brothers. After that evening a daytime trip was 
favoured for our next outing and, again thanks to Eleanor and Yvonne 
who had a yearning to visit the Allerton Waste Treatment Site, our 
rubbish trip and lunch was proposed. 
 
We thought, given the nature of the visit, that we would include any 
gentleman who wanted to tag along. Some of the ladies had already 
visited the site but were more than happy to join us for lunch afterwards.  
 
The visit was arranged for the 20

th
 October and I’d like to say that the 

day dawned bright and sunny for our trip, unfortunately it was tipping 
down with rain and continued to do so for most of the day! 
 
We had arranged to meet at the Site at 9.45am in time for our 10am 
tour. You cannot fail to have noticed the site, adjacent to the A1 and 
visible from many parts of Knaresborough and beyond. Interestingly, 
driving alongside it, it’s not really visible. 
 
The tour begins in the Visitor Centre with a PowerPoint presentation. 
Our guide, Laura, was only two weeks into the job and unfortunately her 
technology was not working. She was joined by Emilie, her more 
experienced colleague to run the slides and we were then told all about 
the site.  
 
All of North Yorkshire’s (including York) black bin rubbish is taken 
straight from pick up at our homes to the site. 
 
The lorries are weighed on the way in and out so that the amount of 
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rubbish can be calculated.  
 
In the first instance it is sorted by machines called trommels. These are 
long drum like machines with holes of increasing size. Food waste goes 
through the smallest holes and that waste is then processed in an 
anaerobic digester which is a large silo filled with some nasty bugs to 
break the waste down.  
 
Even though North Yorkshire is very good at recycling some items do 
get into the black bin bags that could have gone into the recycling bins. 
These items are taken out during sorting, baled and taken to recycling 
centres.  
The remaining rubbish is then incinerated and the ash produced is what 
goes into specialist landfill sites, about 3% of the total waste. The 
incineration process produces energy which runs the plant and the 
excess is sold to the local grid.  
 
We were able to view parts of the plant through viewing windows. 
Interesting but quite smelly!!  
 
Whilst not an attractive building, on balance, I am in favour of the 
process over the alternative, landfill. We were able to ask questions 
about the process and then after almost two hours, the visit was over. 
Any North Yorkshire resident is able to visit the site by going onto the 
website and making a booking. You do not have to get a group together 
to visit. 
 
After the tour we headed back into the 
rain and made our way to the Guy 
Fawkes at Scotton where the six 
lunch-only ladies joined us to make a 
party of 18 for lunch. The food and 
service were excellent and we had a 
very jolly time.  
 
We are thinking of what we might get 
up to next. If you have any ideas or 
would simply like to join us, please 
get in touch with me and I will copy you in on future plans.  

 
Lynn Curl 
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Happy Christmas – even though as I write we are not yet in Advent.  Now, and for the 
next three months, is the season of hearty warming soups, and yet I am often amazed 
at the number of people who have not learned the tradition of making soups at home.    
Our grandmothers all made soups as an easy and nutritious way of feeding the family 
and many of us still do.   However, here is a basic simple set of instructions. 
 

Winter soup base. 
 
Heat a little oil in a large saucepan and gently fry 2 finely 
chopped onions, a clove of garlic and 2 finely chopped 
sticks of celery.  Let it simmer gently for 5 to 10 minutes 
until the onion is transparent.  
That is all there is to it. 
Then add – 3 grated carrots and some chopped coriander 
for carrot and coriander soup 
          OR      2 diced potatoes and two finely chopped leeks for leek and potato soup 
          OR       I diced sweet potato and I diced butternut squash and a tsp of cumin 
          OR     2 diced potatoes and a diced courgette and a tsp of basil 
Or the whole lot for mixed vegetable soup!!!    But start off with more onion base. 
Then add around half a litre of stock, or boiling water and a stock cube. 
For larger quantities just use more ingredients, keeping the proportions roughly as 
above.   You will soon learn to make your own varieties.  If you make too much, all 
soups freeze very well.  Soup makes an easy quick lunch with just a slice of bread.   For 
a hearty meal serve with bread, cheese, pate, egg mayonnaise, salad, etc 
I am sure there are many readers who have been making soup all their lives and have 
their own variations of both soup base and full recipe.    Please send these in to Denise 
– we could maybe make a simple soup recipe book to sell as a fund-raiser or come 
along to Holy Trinity on the first Sunday of the month or Messy Vintage on the fourth 

Tuesday of the month where delicious varieties can 
be sampled.  

 
And in the veg. patch. 
It has been so mild that some of us (including 
myself) have not finished the usual autumnal tasks.   

Culinary and cropping curiosities 

By Sophy Potager 
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These are still leaves to come down, to rake and store in bags or in polythene bags to 
use as a mulch.  Perennials can still be split and potted up.    Dahlias and begonias 
need to be lifted after the first severe frost. 
But the main task for January is the pruning of apples and pears.    I find the advice in 
gardening books or on line to be very unclear, especially the difference between tip-
bearing and spur-bearing apple trees.  However, do read up before you start.   Having 
refreshed my mind with confusion I go out and look at each tree.  
I try to get into my mind how I want it to look. Basically the tree should be kept low so 
the all fruit grows within picking height.    Growth in the middle of the tree should be 
cut out so that the eventual shape is of a wine glass.  Then I begin by removing all 
damaged or dying branches.   Then I remove branches that are crossing others and 
branches that are growing inwards. If I haven’t cut back the water shoots in August 
then I reduce all these down to 2 or 3 buds.  Step back and take another good look at 
the tree and then remove branches that are going to grow too high.   Do not be afraid 
to be vicious in removing thick branches that are too high.   Their removal will allow 
other fruit bearing growth to develop.    An established tree can survive the removal 
of half its branches, though I tend to keep to removing only one third. I have in the 
past, when cutting down to size trees that have been allowed to grow too high, 
removed enormous branches 8 inches thick - and been rewarded with many, many 
apples the next summer.   
I regularly visit National Trust and R.H.S. gardens and other places with ancient 
orchards.   Ripley Castle vegetable garden has some really old and gnarled apple trees 
that bear fruit on low branches and have obviously been pruned hard back for 
decades if not centuries.   Looking at these can give you a good idea of what you are 
aiming for. 
Do remember that we prune apples and pears when dormant, but cherry/plum/
apricot/peach trees only when the sap is running, and then sparingly. 
Other than routine jobs – cleaning greenhouse and cold frame, sharpening tools and 

cleaning bird feeders - this is a time of rest, recuperation and forward planning for 

gardens and gardeners alike. When thinking about future plans it is good to 

remember that it is not only the family who enjoy your garden.   Gardens are shared 

with many residents, seasonal and permanent, and they will also benefit from your 

planning.   If increasing the number of shrubs then look for bushes which have bright 

berries in the autumn and winter.   Colour for your eyes and dinner for hungry birds.  

If planning for perennials, then think about the insects and plant flowers for them.   

Buddleias, honeysuckle and many other varieties are both beautiful and good for 

insects and birds. Stay off the soils and let the worms do their bit.    

Relax and enjoy it.  
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This Christmas, as we enjoy the beautiful Christmas lights, let's 
remember that while they are beautiful, they are only reminders 
of the one true light -- Jesus  
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Can you help the Wise Men find the way to the baby Jesus? 

"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star in the east and have come to worship him." 
Matthew 2:2 
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God and Eve 

  

"God, I have a problem." "What's that, Eve?"  

"I know that you created me and provided this beautiful garden and all of these 

wonderful animals, as well as that hilarious snake, but I'm just not happy."  

"And why is that Eve?" "God, I am lonely and bored, and I'm sick to death of 

apples!" 

'Well, Eve, in that case, I have a solution. I shall create a man for you."  

"Man? What is that, God?"  

"A flawed, base creature, with many bad habits. He'll lie, cheat and be vain. He 

will be witless and will revel in childish things. He'll be bigger than you and will 

like fighting,” 

“I can cope with that" says Eve, with ironically raised eyebrows, "but what's' 

the catch, God?" 

"Well, you can have him on one condition." 

"And what's that God?" 

"As I said, he'll be proud, arrogant and self-admiring... so you'll have to let him 

believe I made him first. And it will have to be our little secret. You know, 

woman to woman." 

David  Andrews (Reader at Nidd) 
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Christmas for grown-ups 

 

It is often said that Christmas is for the children. So it is, but for adult Christians 

it is far more than that. When, early in my career, I was Head of Religious 

Education in a large secondary school I always found teaching about the nativity 

particularly challenging.  The problem was that the young people already 

thought they knew all about it because many of them had taken part in or 

watched ‘the traditional nativity story’. They also mixed this up with all the 

cultural aspects of Christmas, based largely on the pre-Christian mid-winter 

festival, Victorian accretions and commercial inventiveness, such as the 

multiplicity of ‘advent calendars’ that have nothing whatsoever to do with 

Advent. It is no surprise that many young people do not differentiate between 

the various elements that make up Christmas and why when they reach 

adolescence treat the whole thing as ‘kid’s stuff’, not worthy of being taken 

seriously into adulthood.   

So, what do adult Christians need to know about the nativity? The first thing is 

that there is not one nativity narrative but two, one in the Gospel of Matthew and 

the other in the Gospel of Luke. Normally these two accounts are presented in 

conflated form as in school or church nativity plays. These nativity plays are 

near equivalents of the medieval mystery plays popular before the Reformation. 

They are fine as far as they go and certainly so for young children but if this is 

all we have it misses much of the richness that can be found in each of the two 

narratives. The two remaining gospels, Mark and John, do not contain birth 

narratives; Mark’s Gospel begins with the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist 

in the River Jordan and John’s Gospel with that wonderful theological reflection 

on the Creative Word  of God becoming Incarnate. It is also worth noting that 

the earliest Christian writings, the letters of St Paul, nowhere mention the birth 

of Jesus because at the time the focus of the earliest Christians was on his 

death and Resurrection, not on his birth. It was only later that interest in his 

origins became more important. 

A good way to think of the four Evangelists is as creators of ‘faith portraits’ of 

Jesus. Gospels are a special type of writing, quite unlike any other. They were 

written as a result of faith and in order to create and strengthen faith in others. 

Each of the Evangelists is a theologian (an interpreter of God’s activity) in his 

own right. This is especially apparent in John’s Gospel, but equally true of the 

other three which are known as the Synoptic Gospels because their 

interpretations display similarities but are by no means the same. Like the 
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writers and editors of the Jewish scriptures they thought in a pictorial and not in 

an abstract fashion and Jesus himself used parable and analogy in order to 

teach religious truths in ways that were meaningful to his listeners.  

This is not the place to write in detail about these matters but I would like to offer 

several points to help the adult reader appreciate the richness of the nativity 

stories.  One way of looking at the stories in Matthew and Luke is to think of 

them as performing a similar function to overtures to a more extended piece of 

music such as an opera or oratorio. An overture introduces themes that will be 

picked up and developed in the main piece of music. Indeed, if we had nothing 

but these two accounts we would be able to deduce the main themes that 

Matthew and Luke would develop throughout their gospels. Matthew is 

particularly concerned to show that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah and his 

account is built around prophesy. It was only natural for the evangelists to look 

to the Jewish scriptures for evidence as to how the Messiah would be born. He 

draws a parallel with the Jewish Exodus from Egypt including the wicked kings 

(Pharoah/Herod), the massacre of children and the Exodus from Egypt. Just as 

Moses had been saved by being hidden, Jesus is saved by flight into Egypt and 

God’s purpose is thus fulfilled - ‘I called my son out of Egypt’ (Matt. 2 v.15). For 

Matthew, Jesus was the new Moses destined to set the Israelites free and to 

create a new people, the people of the New Covenant.  Throughout his gospel 

Matthew develops these themes and his is often described as the most Jewish 

of the gospels because he was writing as a Jew, principally for Jews, to show 

how Jesus was the Messiah as foretold in the Jewish scriptures.  

Likewise, Luke’s birth narrative reflects his particular theological perspectives 

which are developed throughout his gospel. Luke’s Gospel has been described 

as ‘the Gentile-Christian Gospel’, although he is able to interpret events through 

Jewish eyes.  For Luke Jesus is more than simply the Messianic King foretold 

by the prophets; he is the universal saviour of humankind. It is no accident that 

Luke’s family tree traces Jesus back to Adam, the father of the whole human 

race, whereas Matthew traces Jesus back to Abraham, the father of the Jewish 

race. Luke thus indicates Jesus to be the head of a renewed humanity nor just 

of a renewed nation. Like Matthew he draws upon Jewish prophesy and this is 

combined with history and with symbolism which are so closely interwoven that 

it is difficult to distinguish between them. Luke’s particular concern for the 

‘outsiders’ is demonstrated by the fact that the first visitors are the shepherds 

who were despised by orthodox religious people because their occupation made 



41 

them neglectful of religious duties. Indeed, Luke prefigures the rejection of 

Jesus himself in that there was no room in the inn at his birth. Throughout 

Luke’s gospel we see his particular concern for the poor and the outcast 

amongst whom Jesus spent so much of his ministry. For those with eyes to see 

the ultimate rejection of Jesus is already visible at the start of his life. The dark 

shadow of the Cross stretches back even to the very beginning.  

Above all there is a poetic beauty about the birth narratives. As a youngster in 

the nineteen-fifties I took part in the annual Whitby Methodist Youth Eisteddfod. 

This was a competitive event involving the sixteen Sunday schools of the then 

extensive Whitby Methodist Circuit. The school that gained most points each 

year was awarded the Caedmon Cup. One of the many practical and 

performance classes involved learning and then reciting before an audience 

and an adjudicator a set passage from the Bible, and there were no public 

address systems then so you had to learn to project your voice! When I was 

eight or nine the set passage was Luke Chapter 2, vv. 8 - 20, beginning with the 

words, ‘And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night’. This was the era well before mobile 

memory devices and when learning things by heart was still considered a good 

thing. It was also before the more modern language versions of the Bible 

became available. Young though I was I began to feel then as I feel even more 

now that the sheer power of the imagery and of the language conveys the 

meaning of the Incarnation and that the more deeply the texts are examined 

(preferably with the help of a good Bible commentary) the more their richness is 

revealed. They are indeed literary works of art, especially that of St Luke. So, 

when you see your next nativity play remember that this is a merely a starting 

point, a taster so to speak, the beginning of a journey of discovery where there 

are always more riches to uncover.   

 

Dr Chris Metcalfe  
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Knaresborough Team Ministry 

SAFEGUARDING 

‘We are all responsible’ 
 

Revd Garry Hinchcliffe - 01423 202092 
   Revd Stroma McDermott -  01423 551219 

 
 Safeguarding Officer  for all churches in the Knaresborough team 

Mrs Faye Wright  - 07415 009217 

Alternative contact details  

Office phone number - 01423 869209 

Email - knaresboroughparishoffice@gmail.com  

Who should YOU talk to if YOU observe or are told about any safeguarding 

concerns? 

The Safeguarding officer 

The Clergy 

The Diocesan Safeguarding team -  0113 353 0257 

email - safeguarding@leeds.anglican.org 

North Yorkshire Safeguarding - 01609 780780 

Childline - 08001111 

Action on Elder Abuse - 0808 808 8141 
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John Gratton 
 

Professional Service 
Established 1990 

 
 
 
 
 

For all those jobs 
nobody else will do! 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Conservatory Cleaning 

Pressure Washing of Patios 
etc. 

Light Removals & House 
Cleaning 

 
 

Contact: John Gratton 
 

07980 386814 
for a free quotation 



44 

Beautiful 
venue to 

hire  
Overlooking 

the river 
Nidd and Castle. 

All occasions. 
To hire the HUB at St John’s 
on a regular or one off basis then 
please  contact us on 
 
Tel 07580596850    
 e-mail:  
hub.bookings@hotmail.com 
 
Main Hall, Meeting Room, Kitchen 
and Terrace overlooking the river    

All available to hire 

Holy Trinity Church Hall 

Briggate 

 

Hall, stage, & kitchen 

Available for hire 

 

Regular bookings 

Meetings 

Celebrations 

Children’s  

parties 

 

Please contact 

Brian Jelbert 

07568 428473 

 

mailto:hub.bookings@hotmail.com

